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A HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 5 


INTRODUCTION 
Chapter I 


This is an attempt to present from scattered records and bits of infor- 
mation a history of the Catholic Church in Decatur County, lowa. In particu- 
lar more attention is given to a small Irish Catholic rural community begun 
in 1856 known as Ireland, Woodland Township, Decatur County, Iowa. It 
was ten miles southeast of Leon. It was a coheseive community. That settle- 
ment as such is no more. However, there are present 156 Catholics buried 
there with names on stones in Saint Mary’s Cemetery. In 1917 a new church 
was erected in Leon which is now the center of parisn activities. This history 
will be of interest only to their descendants and those interested in early 
pioneer settlements. 


We at St. Brendan’s have unity and fellowship with them and carry on 
the Faith of the Fathers. 


The old settlers, of course, have long since died. Except for three or 
four families their land has heen sold. Their grandchildren have moved to 
other parts of the county around Leon and Grand River or to some distant 
city where the great-great-grandchildren live and have families. Hence the 
blood of the early settlers fs mixed and its identity is lost in the never end- 
ing flow of human life. 


The Catholic families there in the early days were never really great in 
numbers, perhaps twenty to twenty-five. Hewever, one family did have four- 
teen living children. The growth during one hundred years has been slow 
county wide with a few vicissitudes. At present’ there are some. sixty-five 
practicing Catholic families around Leon in addition to about thirty-five near 
irand River. 


Consequently with the help of those who have moved into the county 
and those who have entered the Church during the past years, there has been 
slow growth like the mustard seed from a small beginning. The Chureh of 
this County has had another growth which is worthy of note but is outside of 
its boundaries! 


When we marvel at the Catholic works of urban parishes that did not 
exist fifty years ago, credit must be given to the people and early sacrificing 
missionary priests who held the line of fire and planted the seed of Faith at 
some far away place seventy or a hundred years ago. They labored hard to 
preserve the practice of Catholic Faith and instruct the people in the perform- 
ance of their duties. Indeed they were important. We see it now. 


Another factor important to remember of the early days is that when 
the immigrants settled as a community and kept the flock together, they were 
more apt to remain in the Church and hand the Faith on to their children, 


Now the fourth and fifth generation has come. Most of them are still 
with the Church, It is true some have gone astray. It is also true sometimes 
{hey return, and wo pray they will return Jike the prodival son and the lost 
sheep who finally came back home, ‘The Catholic Church is the home of all 
Christians. 


At one time the people of the United States lived mostly in rural areas. 
The small country settlements that once were aro Interesting to study, not 
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only the Catholic ones but also the non-Catholic ones and the different na- 
tional settlements. There once were hundreds and thousands of them. Now 
for one hundred years or more those little small groups and settlements here 
and there have been weaving and have been woven like threads crisseressing 
the Nation. The United States is the amalgamation of many small communi- 
ties. The Catholic ones such as Treland in Southern Iowa have a right to a 
place in the book of History. 


THE LAND 
Chapter IT 


One hundred years ago it was the dream of many immigrants to buy a 
tract of land out West upon which to cast their lot for happiness and eco- 
nomic security. They worked on the railroad, in rock quarries, as a policeman, 
peddlers, laborers and just anything to save a few dollars from the labor of 
their hands. Some of those people purchased land in Decatur County, Iowa, 
in 1853 and 1854. 


Of the Irish Catholic immigrants who remained faithful to the chureh 
and reared their children in the Catholie Faith, Luke Shay at this writing 
was the first to purchase land in Decatur County. He, December 9, 1853, en- 
tered land in Section 9 of Richland Township (Nerth of Grand River) from 
the United States Land Office. There is no proof that he lived on it. He lived 
most of his life in Ringgold County. After Ringgold County was organized 
(1855) the first district court convened May 25, 1857. Luke Shay was natur- 
alized a citizen of the United States at that term of court and that was its 
first business transacted. (Biographical and Historical record of Ringgold and 
Decatur Counties, Towa, from The Lewis Publishing Company, 1138 Adams 
Street, Chicago, Ill., Page 413.) 

The next to enter land from the United States Government were two 
brothers, Edward Conwell and Stephen Conwell, who together purchased 160 
acres at $1.25 per acre, in the north part of Richland Township (north of 
Grand River where Luke Conwell lives) in Section 4. The date was June 10, 
18154, 


The next land entries and purchases were in Woodland Township, ten 
miles southeast of Leon, which became a rural farming community known as 
Ireland. There was never a town at Ireland, only a church and cemetery. The 
town of Woodland was three and one-half miles northeast while Bracewell 
Was a store, a mill and a couple of houses about three and one-half miles 
southeast of Ireland. 


William Grogan on August 26, 1854, contracted with the State of Iowa 
to purchase through Decatur County land in Section 19 of Woodland Town- 
ship. 


Patrick Grogan contracted to purchase from Decatur County 80 acres 
in Section 19, Woodland Township, August 26, 1854. 
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John Barrett September 4, 1854, entered land in Section 17, Woodland 
Township, from the United States Government. 


Previous to September 4, 1854. Johu Barrett also had contracted to buy 
80 acres in Section 16, Woodland Township, August 26, 1854. He later as- 
signed this same contract to his brothers, Richard Barrett and wife, Bridget, 
and Ricard Barrett and wife, Julia, jointly. They made their final payment 
April 12, 1864. The Richard anq Ricard Varrett families sold their land in 
1866-67 and returned to Indiana. 


Michael Griffin purchased land in Section 31 of Woodland Township, 
October 138, 1857, from William H. Blakesley and Sarah Blakesley, Book 47, 
Page 170. 


Cornelius Hannon bought land in Section 24 of Eden Township from 
James W. Gammon September 238, 1858. 


On November 6, 1858, Dennis Mullin and Patrick Mullin, two brothers, 
and a brother-in-law, Maurice Daughton, acquired title jointly to land in 
Section 19, Woodlang Township, from Mr. Isam T. W. Kilgore. 


According to the Iowa Census, 1860, Bartholomew Houlihan (Halhan) 
related that he owned $100.00 worth of land. At the Leon Abstract Office 
however, he (Bartholomew Wholigan) ts shown as having recorded a deed 
to 40 acres in Section 29 dated June 8, t8Sb1. It could be presumed that he 
purchased it from J. D. Wasson even before 1860 but failed to have the trans- 
action recorded until a late date. This property later passed to Mrs. Dennis 
Mullin who was the daughter of the above Bartholomew Houlihan. 


Although the Wallaces were non-baptized Catholics in 1823, some of 
them were baptized later into the Catholic Church. John W. Wallace pur- 
chased land December 13, 18538, from his father, Peter B. Wallace, Sr., in 
Section 29, Woodland Township, who had previously purchased it from the 
United States Government November 4, 1853. 


Including John W. Wallace, twelve Catholic Irish immigrants entered or 
purchased land in Woodland Township during the 1850’s. Thomas Owens, who 
came to Decatur County with the Barretts in 1856 or 1857, purchased land in 
Woodland Township in the ’60’s. Following the Civil War more came, such 
as Thomas Dillon, James Dillon, Francis McGovern, Patrick Flynn, Joseph 
Peters, Dennis Mahoney, Cornilius Hannon, Patrick Mahoney, Thomas Gro- 
gan, and others such as Sylvester Kritz, Daniel Sullivan ang William Ogden 
who purchased land in or near Woodland Township to cause that part of De- 
eatur County to be called ‘Ireland,’ ten miles southeast of Leon, <A fine 
young men by the name of Roger Sullivan purehased property in Leon in 
L868 and established a business but died from sunstroke in 1871 while help- 
ing in the hay field down in Ireland. In addition to these there were also the 
young ones contracting marriage and starting a new family, such as Samuel 
Wallace who married Bridget Daughton in 15861, 


The total number of practical Catholic families by 1870 in or near 
Woodland Township was about twenty-five or thirly at Che most wilh more to 
come during the late ’70’s and ’S0’s but inany had already begun to move 
away, After Joseph Peters died in 1879, Mrs. Peters married John Barry in 
ISSO, 


The Catholic Chureh in the name of the Right Reverend Clement Smyth, 
Bishop of Dubuque, September 22, 1868, acquired (ithe to ten acres in Scetion 
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19, Woodland Township, for cemetery and church site for the sum of one 
dollar from William Grogan, Patrick Grogan, Dennis Mullin, Maurice Daugh- 
ton and Patrick Mullin and their wives. 


For these above dates appreciation is extended to Mrs. Lena Varga and 
Mr. Lee Elson of the Leon Abstract and Title Company, Leon, Iowa. 


@ 


THE PIONEERS 
Chapter JIT 


Although they contracted to purchase their jand in 1854 they did not 
come to [owa until later, some in 1855, others in 1856 and 1858. It is inter- 
esting to review the primitive type of life they had to live the first months 
and years on their unimproved land. Their only mode of transportation was 
an ox team and a covered wagon. Some walked. There was no house or build- 
ings. The ground was covered with tall native grass, trees and brush. Wild 
honey, wild apples, berries and plums were plentiful with which to make 
sweets and relishes. Wild turkeys and other game were in abundance for 
meat. At first they had only a covered wagon for shelter until a log cabin 
was constructed. They helped one another, ang soon after the passing of sey- 
eral years a log cabin stood on every eighty or forty. The air was clean and 
independence was enjoyed as never before. Hope of great accomplishments 
was seen on the horizon one hundred years ago. 


The first Irish Catholic settlers in Decatur County who identified them- 
selves with the Catholic Church were Hdward Conwell and his brother, Ste- 
phen Conwell, who settled on their land north of Grang River not later than 
the Spring of 1855. They were both bachelors, Mdward was 24 and Stephen 
26. During the Autumn of 1855 they harvested 50 bushels of corn from the 
10 acres they had improved. (See Iowa Census, Decatur County, Richland 
Township, taken before June 1, 1856, Vol. 42, Page 98.) 


The first Irish Catholic settlers in Woodland Township it would seem 
according to this 1856 Iowa Census were the six members of the John Barrett 
family and a young man unmarried by the name of Patrick Grogan, age 25, 
who lived with the Barrett family. This Census of 1856, taken between Jan- 
uary 1 to June 1, lists only this one Catholic tamily. There were other families 
but not Catholic. The Wallace family is listeq in this Census as having come 
to Decatur County in ‘11852. Several members of the John W. Wallace family 
were converted to the Catholic Church in later years. John Wallace himself, 
and wite, Mary E. Monson Wallace, were among them. 


The six members of the Barrett family were John Barrett, age 30, and 
wife, Millen Barrett, age 25, and their three children; Tlonry, age 4; John, 
age 3; and William, age 1; and the grandfather, John Barrett, age 70. In the 
1860 Census, Henry and John, the children, are not listed, Apparently they 
died in childhood, John Barrett had 10 acres improved and 110 unimproved. 
Patrick Grogan, living in the Barrett house, had 160 acres unimproved, ac- 


cording to this Consus, (Vol, 42, Pare 270) 
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The name Barrett was spelled in this Census as ‘‘Barriett’? which might | 
seem unusual today. However, if you would pronounce it with a thick Irish 
brogue it would come out ‘‘Barriett’”’ for the census taker, 


The Daughton name in many early records is spelled: Dartin and Dal- 
ton. Pronounce Daughton with a thick Irish brogue and it. exrat come out 
something like Dartin. 


In August of 1860 there was completed another Iowa Census in which 
eleven Catholic families are listed in Woodland Township including the John 
W. Wallace family. The total number of souls was 62. 

They were: 

1. John Barrett, wife Ellen, and three children. 
2. Richard (Ricard) Barrett, wife Julia, and four children. 


Thomas Owens, wife Hllen, and three children. 


a+ 
~~ 
- 


‘4. Maurice Daughton, wife Ellen, and seven children. 
Be Dennis Mullin, wife Margaret, ang three children. 

6. Patrick Grogan, wife Frances, and one child. 

7. William Grogan, wife Bridget, and seven children. 
8. Bartholomew Houlihan, wife Mary. 

9. John W. Wallace, wife Mary E., and eight children, 
10. Michael Griffin, wife Margaret, and five children. 


117.) John, Barrett’ Sr. 


John Barrett, Sr. 


John Barrett, Sr., born in County Cork about 17/69, see his stone in 
cemetery, and died in Decatur County, Iowa, December 3:0, 1869, 100 years 
old and buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodlang Township, Decatur County. 
He came to Iowa in 1856. His children were John Barrett, Ellen Barret Ow- 
ens, Nancy Barrett Reardon, Ricard Barrett and Richard Barrett. 
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John Barreti, Ja., and Kien Barrett 


John. Barrett, born County Cork, Ireland, about ‘1824 (see stone at 
cemetery, 1820), died February 5, 1908, buried Catholic Cemetery, Woodland 
Township. Married at St. Paul, Indiana, 1850, to. Miss Mien Sullivan, who 
also was born in County Cork, December 8, ES38i0, died March 19, 1902, bur- 
ied at Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Pownship. 


They came to Decatur County in the Spring of 1856 and had ten chil- 
dren, ive died In childhood, Tle entered land in Deeatur County, Woodland 
Township, Section 16, August 26, E854, and-oalso duo seetlon (7, September 4, 
Peete be 

Children: 

1. Hlenry Barrett, born 1851 Indiana, died in lowa before 1860, 


Lea Oia ar olG, awoOrts | Soe (neha, died fy lowa pefore 1TS860, 
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8. William Barrett, born St. Paul, Indiana, December 8, 1854, was 
married at St, Patrick’s Catholic Church, Woodland Township, southeast of 
Leon, to Catherine Grogan (relative of William and Patrick Grogan, and she 
had worked in Leon) September 27, 1880, by Father I°. Hayes. They moved 
to Tebias, Nebraska, and both are buried near Friend, Nebraska. Five chil- 
dren, He brought first Priest to Milligan, Nebraska, and introduced him to 


people, : i 


4. Richard (Ricard) J. Barrett, born in Decatur County July 4,.1857, 
married Hllen Mahoney. He died in 19386. Beth are buried in Catholic Ceme- 
tery, Woodland Township. Five children. Four lived: Mary Masterson, Helen 
Barry, William D. Barrett, Grace Barrett. (John) Edward Barrett, born June 
24, 1890, died August 14, 1902, 


On Sunday, October 4, 1885, in the Catholic Church in Wcodland Town- 
ship, Decatur County, Iowa, Richarg J. Barrett and Ellen Mahoney were 
united in marriage by Father William M, Williams, (Leon Court Tlouse, Book 
3, page 348, No.:1514) 


5. Mary Barrett, born in Decatur County, Iowa, March 23, 1859, mar- 


ried Ed Macy. She died in 1988 and was buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery, 


Woodland Township. One child, Fay Albert Macy, of Osceola, Iowa. She was 
stepmother to Ed Macy’s children by his first wife who had died. They were 
non-Catholics. 


6. Margaret Barrett, born in Decatur County, Iowa, March, 1861, mar- 
rieq Joseph Willard Mullin August 8, 1885. She was confirmed by Rt. Rey. 
Henry Cosgrove, D. D., Bishop of Davenport, in Catholic Church, St. Patrick's; 
Woodland Township, June 5, 1885. Hight children. Both are buried at Catho- 
lic Cemetery, Woodland Township. She is the mother of Mrs. William (Hazel) 
Buckingham, 


7. Naney (Nan) Barrett, born Decatur County, Iowa, May 10,:1863. 
Never married. She was Father J. C. Maher’s housekeeper for many years in 
Leon and in Des Moines. She died *“ebruary 8, 1948, at the heme of her niece, 
Mrs. Buckingham. Buried at the Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


John Barrett 


Obituary Leon Reporter Thursday, February 12, 1903, page 6 


“Obituary: John Barrett, one of the pioneers of Decatur County, dieg at 
his home in Woodland Township on Thursday morning, February 5, 19108, 
after an illness of several months at the advanced age of 79 years. 


“The deceased was born in County Cork, Ireland, in the year 1824 and 
emigrated to America in 1848, landing at New Orleans during the terrible 
epidemic of cholera in that city but passed it without taking the disease. He 
went from New Orleans to Ohio, settling near Cincinnati, and lived for a few 
years in that state and in Indiana at St. Paul, Indiana, He was married to 
Miss NNen Sullivan at St. Paul, Indiana, in 1849, and their married life ex- 
tended over a period of more than fifty years, being broken by the death of 
Mrs. Barrett last March, To their union was born ten children, five having 
passed to the great beyond and five living present during his illness, William 
surrett of Tobias, Nebraska; R. J. Barrett of Iligh Point, Mrs. Mary Macy of 
High Point, Mrs. Margaret Mullin of Burrell and Miss Nancy Barrett, who 
lives at the old Barrett home. 
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“Uncle John came to this country in 1854 (? The census of 1856 
states that he had been in the State of Towa ‘0’? years), and located in 
Woodland Township where he entered government land which he continued 
to occupy until his death. He was a typical Irishman, ruggeg and had always 
enjoyed exceptional good health, After the death of his wife last March how- 
ever he commenced to fail and frequently expressed the wish that he might 
be called. He was a man highly respected by all who knew him and his death 
causes sorrow to a large circle of friends. The funeral services were held 
from the home on Saturday morning, February 7, 19038, conducteq by Rev. 
John A. Condon of Maloy, interment being at the Catholic Grave Yard in 
Woodland Township.” 


The new church building was not finished, having been begun in Octo- 
ber, 1902, hence the funeral had to be at home. 


It is said that in early days John Barrett was the only one who had a 
Catholic newspaper coming to his home, It was the monthly edition of ‘‘The 
Boston Pilot.’’ 


It is related that Mr. John Barrett served Mass for the priest up until 
he was an old man. 


Ed Owens says: ‘‘We lived about a quarter of a mile east of the 
church. The men took turns going ten miles to Leon to meet the priest when 
he arrived at Leon the day before. The priest would stay that night with one 
of the families. Many times he would stay with the Barretts. They lived a 
mile or more north-northeast of us. [ can remember seeing the priest walk- 
ing across the fields and pasture to the church from the Barretts up north of 
our place. The priest was a tall man who stretched out when he walked fast. 
After him came Mr, and Mrs. Barrett and their children. They would come 
onto the road in front of our place, then my mother would gather up us kids 
and we would follow the Barretts up the road to the church. That was during 
the late ’70’s or in the ’80’s. 


“Sometime the priest wouldn’t arrive on the train and of course the 
people would not know it until they gathered at the echureh the next morn- 
ing. Mr. John Barrett would lead them in the Rosary and the Litany. The 
Protestants over at Woodland would say: ‘Jack Barrett read the Mass for 
the Catholics last Sunday.’ 


“Mary Barrett (Mrs. Ed Macy) was a school teacher in the very early 
days and taught Catechism at the Church.”’ 


OBITUARY 
Leon Newspaper 1902 


“Hllen Sullivan Barrett was born in County Cork, Ireland, in 1822, and 
died at her home in Woodland Township on Wednesday, March 19, 1902, age 
80 years. 


‘Leaving her native home in October, 1848, she landed at New Orleans 
November 27, 1848, and went to the state of Indiana where ou Noveinber 22, 
1849, she was married to John Barrett at St. Paul, Indiana, In 1854 (°?) they 
came to fowa and were among the carly settlers of this county entering the 
home farm in Woodland Township as governinent land, where she continued 
to reside until her death, To their union were born ten children, five of 
whom, with the aged husband, survive her: William Barrett of Tobias, Ne- 
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braska; Richard Barrett, Mrs. Ed Macy, Mrs. Joe W. Mullin and Miss Nannie | 
Barrett, who reside in this county. All of her children were with her during 
her last illness. 


“The funeral services were held on Friday, March 21, 1902, interment 
being at the Catholic Cemetery in Woodland Township. Mrs. Barrett was a 
noble woman and we trust has gone to her reward in the unknown world. 
Many dear friends mourn her departure.” 


Thomas Owens 


Vhomag Owens, born County Meath, 
Treland, August 15, 1827, died October 
15, 1874, buried at Catholic Cemetery, 
Woodland Township, married Ellen Bar- 
rett, who was born County Cork, Ire- 
land, February 11, 1828, died June 8, 
1911, buried Catholic Cemetery, Wood- 
land Township, They came to Decatur 
County before April 4, 1857, mest likely 
in the summer of 1856. It has been said 
that they came with the Kkarretts but 
they are not listed in the Census of 
Spring, 1856. They came from St. Paul, 
Indiana. 


Children: 

1. James Owens, died as an in- 
fant in Indiana. 

2. Patrick Owens, died as infant 
in Indiana. 
Mrs. Thomas Owens 3. John (Jack) Owens, born in 





Decatur County, Iowa, April 4, 1857, baptized at St. Mary’s, Ottumwa, by 
Father John Adam Kreckel September 16, 1860, with ten other children of 
the Settlement of Woodland Township, He died in September, 1537, near 
Beaconsfield, Iowa, buried Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


He married Kathryn Daughton at the Catholic Church, Woodland Town- 
ship, by Father T. J. Mullen, April 29, 1589. Aunt Katie died in 1954 while 
residing at Westerville. She has two children: Dennis Owens and Alice Ow- 
ens McGraw. 


4. Josie (Johanna) Owens (twin), born in Decatur County, March 4, 
1860. Never married. Died and buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Town- 
ship, in August, 1949. 


5. Mary Ann (Moll) Owens (twin), born March 4, 1860, married Jake 
Beardsley, One son,’ William Beardsley, at Grand River, Towa. Later married 
William Mulchahey of Chicago. She died and is buried in Chicago, Two chil- 
dren: Josephine Mulchahey ang Frank Mulchahey, 


6. Bridget Owens, born about 18638, married Bob Malone. Died No- 


) 


vember 8, 1952, Lincoln, Nebraska, and buried in Nebraska, Several children. 


7. Margaret Owens, born November 2, 1865, in Decatur County, mar- 
ried Douglas Green, by Father William Mie Williams. Me, Green dled and she 
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married Kerry A, Wilson. He. is dead. She tives at 2114 Army Post Road, Des 
Moines, Iowa. (July 11, 1953) ‘Father Williams taught me eatechism and 
married me to Mr, Green, in 1886." In August, 1953, a United States army 
jet plane didn’t make it taking off and crashed inio her house while she was 
in the house. The house burned and her paiakeet was killed. Margaret suf- 
fered shock and is back at her house now. 


8. Richard Owens, born February 28, 1867, diod December Zhe 17918. 
buried Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


9. Kdwarg Thomas Owens, horn November 6, 1868, in Decatur Coun- 
ty. Never married. Living in Leon in December, 1955. Baptized by Father 
Louis Cornelis. Record at Georgetown. 


10. William Owens, born about 1872. Died in Lincoln, Nebraska. about 
1922, 


11. Elizabeth Owens, born 1874, married Dr. J. Durham. Lives at Mer- 
cer, Missouri, 


Riekard - Ricard Barrett 
Rickard - Rieard Barrett, born in County Cork, Ireland, about 1824, 
married Julie Sullivan. They are listed in the 1860 Census of Iowa and came 
to lowa at least before 1858. He purchased land in Decatur County, Wood- 
land Township, ang lived in Woodland Township until about 1867 when they 
sold out and returned to Indiana, Rieard was a brother to John Barrett, Jr., 
und Millen Owens and a Richard Parrett and a Nancy Reardon. 


Children: 
1. Johanna Barrett, born in Indiana, 1852. 
2. Mary A. Barrett, born in Indiana, 1854. 
3. John Barrett, born in Iowa, May 10" VSoT: 
4, KMilen Barrett, born in Iowa, September 3, 1859. 


5. Rickard-Ricard Barrett, born in Iowa, March 11, 1866. See Baptis- 
mal records at Ottumwa and Georgetown, and Jowa Census, 1860. 


Richard Barrett 

Richard Barrett, a son of John Barrett, Sr. It is said he was born in 
County Cork, Ireland, and came to [owa about 1856 or 1857 and returned to 
Indiana, He married a woman by the name of Bridget. Ile bought land joint- 
ly in Decatur County, Woodland Township, with his brother, Ricard. te 
bought several other pieces of land in Woodland Township but solq them in 
1866-1867 according to the abstract office at Leon. He is not listed in the 
Census of 1860, 


Naney Reardon 


Nancy Barrett, daughter of John Barrett, Sr., born in County Cork, Ire- 
land, Married Kdward Reardon, It they eame to Deeatur County, Woodland 
Township, lowa, they did not remain tong, There is no record of them. Kd- 
ward Owens says he heard about them from his mother and thinks he heard 
that they came but returned to Indiana immediately, 
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William Grogan 


William Grogan, born in County Kerry, Ireland, January 2, 1809, died 
at Leon March 25, 1805. Married Bridget Foley, who was born in County 
Kerry, Ireland, in February, 1822. She died December 9, 1905. They came to 
Decatur County in the Summer of 1856. 


He was one of the donors of church property in Woodland Township in 
18638. 


Children: 


i, John Grogan, born in County Kerry, Ireland, July 26, 1841. (1844 
- Iowa Census, 1860) Died September 25, 1887, buried Catholic Cemetery, 
Woodland Township. Married Margaret Quilty, born 1855, Verre Haute, In- 
diana. Quilty family lived near Kellerton, lowa. John and Margaret are the 
parents of Catherine Grogan - Mrs. J. A. Mullin of Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
who are parents of Gerald Mullin and Hdward Mullin, etc., of Minneapolis. 


2. Katherine Grogan (Kate), married a Harris. She died at the age of 
88, near Fort Scott, Kansas. She was born in Ireland in 1847. 


3. Timothy (Tade) Grogan, born 1850, in Ohio. Married Margaret 
Daughton, Buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. They had two 
children: Jimmie Grogan and Nellie Grogan who is Mrs. John Fennell. Mar- 
garet Grogan died November 30, 1881, at the age of 25 years, 7 months. She 
is buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodlang Township. Timothy and Margaret 
were married at St. Patrick’s, Woodland Township, February 8, 1876, by 
Father Wieland. (Leon Court House, Bock 1, page 2:26.) 


4. Michael (Colonel) Grogan, born in Indiana, 1852, died November 
12, 1910. Married Kathryn Sullivan at Grand River Catholic Chureh. Buried 
in Catholie Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


5. Thomas Grogan, born 1853 or 1854, in Indiana, dieq 1896, buried 
in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. Married Emma Dillon. 


6. Mary Grogan, born 1855, in Illinois. Married John McGraw Febru- 
ary 5, 1877, before Father S. F. Wieland at St. Patrick’s, Woodland Town- 
ship. (Book 1, page 335, Leon Court House) Moved to Filmore County, Ne- 
braska. Had geven children. Buried at Hxeter, Nebraska. Children are: Han- 
nah, Kathryn, William, ‘Thomas, Emma, James and I[lelen: 


7. Hannah Grogan, also called Bridget, born Woodland Township, De- 
‘atur County, lowa, August 22, 1857. Married Peter Bradley. She died August 
6, 1942, and is buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. Marriage 
record at Leon Court House, Book 8. Peter Bradley and Hannah Grogan were 
married at Woodland: December 81, 1883, by Father P. Feely. Hannah Brid- 
get was baptizeqg September ‘16, 1860, one of eleven, at Ottumwa, Towa, 

8. Robert William Grogan, born August 28, 1860, Decatur County. 
Died ag a child July 18, 1868, buried Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. 
Baptized at Ottumwa September 16, 1860, 


OBITUARY - WILLIAM GROGAN 
Leon Journal, Thursday, March 380, 1905 


“William Grogan was born in Kerry County, Ireland, Jaunary 2, 1809, 


wy) 


and died at his home in Leon, towa, Mareh 26, 1905, aged 96 years, 2 months 











ehep) het aS vinl .Bietert Pore 
vista) otlodted Helse TAL aS od nt 1498 poet era 
el ana srcof ER F asad TERE rome antl horrialt | unig 
aly sin ferried brn wot Pee faesy wan bevil vital atts 


etuautitilt .tlowmeaiiM go nilinh..A >a) og aes? aniktouin) ‘tn aoe 





hese Yo oto iho haa tata milinM hlews te aie tad wimodw 


to ows ot Jn both ofR wvittsh 4 hoivinat .(ajaAd amegon) oairedtiatl 8 


¥] 5 5 A 
; PERT at HPabklow? abonmsad abe oe zgene7l eo! rot Ast Be 
tayquyalt beitreM .o1dO ot 0624 rod) reac) (eheh? ydromr? 8 
{94 ait ad “OT basthoe H <oetsonis> otedis®”. at beta nordaued 


‘i tol i onw aozoTu Site. fing degen!) erat ‘weibtido 


dj ta L@AL . 09 oie yow, fob sBa0TD te1s3. 


fs .f] ‘erage tt } a aay . srhevsi tay?) te f ois if wi 
JOE digs i { A $L89 4 23 4” d eo v da p44 388 4 ii ol - t -4 


7, ree Tdo™ . je teareves ' to ethaut/h a dordat: 7S oe Anette w 
e¢ gang | Hoot seuoh Mie nom pw loi W teddat 


' J : ' cr) ) ) gust id ! 
, t tt t he's vi ( 4 CT 
ie) Spare M iat 
ace?’ noth ,ecatbud a1 , hoe ir Sut ck of ese seeded .6 
uolfi rnin fx pyres iron ii odbod Ay ve tams silodtsa) ai 
(tp9T4 aol | inl lly 2328) gored faye nD VIM .a@ 
oe ' be 
» ) “0 / "So ' 1 TF Si erN 4  wvopived ytotou +4 ; a -¥1tRs 
vidual roma o yi, 1 Se Tl i4u0') moet .255 susa_.f£ Nootl) gids 
» L aw Tay 
; ; iyy 4j 1 wd (ee eee fi cfs ; 2 bali ..Heanid 
Io [6 epi) aan .-sMoaT eer hieyy javteina oad 
? y 
rag ; : thi L bothsiv Ogtsi Hheer> dearth 
q ‘ ef ® - ‘ ‘ 
resyry f ii ees peat aotet? Heer ry a ; : of rt % 
jus vibonr ye) pf ' .. + 
i ' ‘ f 
orton i ( hil A y a Hy fy xt : sw jeg 
‘ ‘i ; : 
be ; Sb Ve ih’! eA ig + Vibeet std : Tt 
! : ry WI ‘ a4 iwi bit) hn { bist 
- i st 
"| : : ; 
; » Ft at 
5 
: : : ‘i ' ; tli 
yi j : \ Vy ; ire : ; ; 


; 
: 
7 
: 


Lom i : A HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 


and 23 days. Funeral services were conducted at the residence by Rev. Rich- 
ard Aid of the Catholic Church March 27, after which the remains were laid 
to rest in the Catholic Cemetery in Wcoditand Township. 


. “The subject of our sketch was the second of seven sons and spent his 
boyhood days on his father’s farm and attended the parish gchool. February 
3, 1848, he marrieg Bridget Foley, who wiih five children: Mrs. Kate Harris, 
Tade Grogan, Michael Grogan, Mary McGraw and Hannah Bradley, survive 
him. In 1848, on account of the oppression of the poor act in freland, he left 
his native land and came with his wife io the United States and landed at 
New Orleans after a voyage of five weeks and three days on the ocean. In 
the Spring of 1849, on account of the outbreak of cholera in New Orleans, he 
moved to Indiana, In 1857 he moved to Decatur County and settled in Wood- 
land Township being. the pioneer oi the lrish Colony in that township. He 
was the first to settle in the New Ireland ii this county and was instrumental 
in bringing his brother, Patrick Grogan, Cornelius Hlannon, Patrick Mullin, 
Maurice Daughton, James Dillon and Bartholomew Hallahan from the old 
home in the new one in this county. 


“Being trained in the Catholic Religion in his native land he was ever 
ready to defend his Faith in his new home and lived a zealous conscientious, 
Christian Catholic to the close of his life. As an upright public spirited citi- 
zen he was loved by all who knew him, 


‘In his death the community loses 2 useful citizen, the family a devoted 
husband and a kind and indulgent father and the Church an ardent sup- 
porter. Although dead he yet lives in memory.”’ 


OBITUARY — BRIDGET GROGAN 
Leon Journal, Thursday, December 14, 1905 


“Bridget Grogan dieq Saturday morning, December 9, 1905, at the home 
of her daughter, Mrs. P. F. Bradley, aged $3 years, ® months and 17 days. 


“The subject of our sketch was born in County Kerry, Ireland, February 
22, 1822. In February, 1843, she married William Grogan and moved with 
him to the United States in 1848 and sometimes afterwards inoved to this 
County and lived on a farm in Woodland 'Township until a few vears ago 
where advancing years admonished them to sell the farm and move to town 
where their daughter could the better look after their comfort and welfare. 
Her husband preceded her to the spirit world the 25th of March last. Mr. and 
Mrs. Grogan were raised in the Catholic Faith and were firm supporters of 
its doctrines, faith ang morals till the close of life. Mother Grogan was an 
affectionate wife, devoted mother and a kind and attentive neighbor and 
friend. She leaves to mourn her demise five children: two sons, Tade ana 
Michael Grogan; three daughters, Mrs. Kate Harris, Mary McGraw and Han- 
nah Bradley. Funeral services were conducteq by Father Aid at the Catholic 
Church and she was laid to rest by the side of her husband in the Catholic 
Cemetery in Woodland Township. Thus closes a long and well spent life. May 
her body rest in the tomb until the resurrection trumpet shall summon her to 
her final reward.” 


The Decatur County old settlers’ picnic of 1902 was held at Leon ang 
101 persons signed the Pook stating that they came to Decatur County in the 
’'50’s . .. Mrs. B. Grogan signed that she came to Decatur County in 1856. 
—Leon Journal, Thursday, August 21, 1902, edition, 
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Patrick Grogan 


Patrick Grogan, born in Coun- 
ty Kerry, Ireland, 1830, died on 
January 21, 1879, age 48 years, 
2 months, 38 days, buried in the 
Catholic Cemetery, Woodland 
Township. One of the donors of 
church property. 1863, in Wood- 
land Township. Married Frances 
Bridger, convert, of ° nglish des- 
cent of New York. She was born 
in 1832, died December 8, 1923, 
near Beaconsfield. uge 91 vears, 
* months, 13 davs, buried Cath- 
olic Cemetery, Woodland Town- 
ship. 

Patrick Grogan, at age of 25, 
unmarried, came to Decatur 
County in 1856 and lived with 
the John Barrett family and had 
160 acres of unimproved land, 
according to the 1856 Towa Cen- 
sus, tuken June 1, 1856. 

Children: 

1. Catherine Grogan, born in 
Decatur County, Iowa, April 11, 
1859. She married Michael O’- 
Grady June 7, 1880, by Father 
Mirgene Phelan, .O...S8. .B... at 
Samuel Wallace’s house. 

~ . 2. Mary Grogan, born in De- 
Patuieck and Krances Grogan and catur County, Iowa, September 
daughter Catherine (O’Grady) 25, 1860, died at Shenandoah.in 





January, 1937. She was married October 16, 1883, to Hugh Treanor. Both are 
buried at Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. They had four daughters. 


3. Jane Grogan, born in Decatur County, lowa, November 10, 18638, mar- 
ried Michael McGraw before Father B. J. Sheridan at Chariton February 22, 
1887, They had four children. 


4. Mattie (Matilda) Grogan, born in Decatur County, Iowa, in 1864 
and died in 19387. Buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. She 
married James McGraw ang they had three children, Marie, Raymond and 
Gladys. 


+. Bridget Grogan, born in Decatur County, Iowa, March 11, 1867, died 
November ‘16, 1941, buried Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township, Never 
married, Baptismal record is at Georgetown. (Stacyville), Monroe County, 
near Albia, 

6. KMlizabeth Ann Grogan, born in Decatur County, lowa, April 11, 1869, 
Buried at Afton, 

7. Kila Grogan, born Decatur County, Iowa, in 1870, died February 
14, 1879, 7 years, 6 months, 26 days. Buried in Catholic Cemeterv, Wood- 
land Township. 
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8. Dennis: Robert Grogan, born in Decatur County, Iowa, in October 
1873. Buried in Afton, Married Alta Haunstein. 


* 


% John A. Grogan (Little John), born April 29, 1876. Never. married. 
Buried at Catholic Cemetery, Woodland ‘Township, 1916. 


Miehael Gnrttin 


Michael Griffin, native of County Kerry, Ireland, born in 1820, died 
November 25, 1886, age 66. Married Margaret Foley, native of County Kerry, 
Ireland, bern February 15, 1825, and died February 15, 19038, buried in 
Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. They came to Decatur County, Iowa, 
in 1857 from Ohio. Purchased land October 13, 1857, in Section 31, Wood- 
land Township. Book 47, Page 170. 


1. Patrick Griffin was born in County Kerry, Ireland, in 1859. Married 
Sarah FE. Wasson of Lineville, May 3, 1886, at Leon, by Father William M. 
Williams. Book 38, Page 458, No. 1624. He died in 1936 and she died in 19538. 
Both are burieg at Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. There were three 
children: Homer, Helene and Gussie. 


2. Hannah Griffin was born in New Jersey about 1851, died in 1938. 
Married James Daughton (see Book 1, Page 296, No. 296). Nine children: 
Emmett, William, Fred, Ralph, Emma Buell, Margaret Tapscott, James P. 
(Tug of Creston), Leo and Walter. She and husband, James, are buried at 
Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


3. Daniel Griffin, born in Ohio, in 1854, wag married to Catherine 
Klynn of Decatur County in Catholic Church, Woodland Township. No chil- 
dren. He died in 19383 and she died in 1911. Both are buried in Catholic 
Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


4. Timothy (Tade) James Griffin, horn in Ohio, in 1856, died in 19332. 
Married Julia Sullivan by Father Cook. Both are buried in Catholic Cemetery, 
Woodland Township. Four children: Wintord, Walter EKdward, Margaret and 
Timothy James. They are now living in Colorado and Sheridan, Wyoming. 
Tade’s second wife was Alice Sullivan. 


5. Michael Griffin, born in Decatur County September 1, 1857, died 
November 20, 1944. Buried in Leon City Cemetery, Catholic Plot. Married 
Jennie Grogan at Catholic Church, Woodland Township. Three children: Ber- 
nard (dead); Virgene, school teacher; and Russell of Leon, 


6. Mary Griffin, born in Decatur County in 1860, dieq in 1951, buried 
in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. Married James R. Cain. Two chil- 
dren. One lived, Paul of Des Moines. 


7. Ella Griffin, born in Decatur’ County in 1862, died November 4, 
1947. Married Wayne Gammon at Maloy Catholic Rectory. No children. Fu- 
noral at St, Brendan’s tn 1947, buried at Loon City Cemetery, 


S. Dennis WMdward Griffin, born April t5, (866, in Decatur County, Lowa, 
Marricd Anna Ward of Beaconsfield in Catholic Church, Maloy. Ile died Oc- 
tober 11, 1941. Anna died May 7, 1954. Four children, two died young; lHd- 
ward, another son, died April 10, 1984) survived by wife, Mable, and two 
sons; and Madelyn Griffin, who married Lynn Laitollette., She has tive chil- 
dren and living at Leon, 
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In February, 1953, I visited and interviewed a Mr. Fred Pittman of 
Leon who lived with the Griffin family from his ninth year (1882) to about 
1903. He said: 


“The years that I lived with them as a hired man were happy years. I 
also enjoyed working with the other Irish families of Ireland. It was like a 
circus to be around them and in the group because they were the real old 
Irish with Irish wit and talk. It was better than a show to listen to them. 


“Mrs. (Peggy) Griffin was very thrifty. She would take walks into the 
pasture and around the barn yard picking pieces of wool from nails, fences 
or sharp points of boards and hazel brush bushes where the sheep had 
scraped some wool off. She would scower it, dry it, card it, spin it and knit 
it into socks. Many a pair of socks I bought and wore she made from wool 
picked up from hazel ‘brush —- 25 cents a pair and they were good ones too.” 


“She also had the habit of picking up feathers and saving them to make 
pillows — the nicest ones in the country.” 


Fred said: “Once I met Peggy coming up from the barn. Good morning, 
I said. She said: Good morning, my goslings have come. How many, I said. 
She said: An even forty, yes, ang less one. She could raise geese and make 
soap too.” 


Once while we were saying the rosary, Fred, a non-Catholic, said: A 
funny thing happened ... to which I said: You said the rosary with them? 
Oh, yes. The hired man was always a part of the family and before we went 
to bed in the evening we all kKnelt down and said the rosary together. Who 
led it? Grandma Griffin did. Sometimes Mary led us.’”’ 


“The first work I did as a boy was for the Griffins about 1882, after 
my mother died when IJ was nine years old. I carried water to the men in the 
harvest field at five cents a day. And I got cash too. The men harvested oats 
with the dropper.’’ : 


“T worked all the time for 24 or 25 years for the olq Mike Griffin fam- 
ily. I could always come back to the Griffin home and go to work anytime. 
There was always a room for me. Mr. Griffin died about 1886 and Mrs. Grif- 
fin kept things going until about 1903 when she died and Dennis Edward 
married Anna Ward and they took over the old home place.” 


Freq Pittman said: ‘“‘There was a log house near the family house, I 
took it down and used the logs to fix fence. It was the original house they 
lived in when they came to Decatur County and it stood west of the new 
house.”’ 


‘Michael Griffin of Woodland Township is building a fine residence.’’ 
—Leon Journal, July 5, 1883. 


“Bat Houlihan once hired young Mike Griffin and Dennis Daughton to 
cut rails for fence. They agreed to cut them 12 feet long and brought a yard 
stick (new invention) to measure them, After a while Bat went to the woods 
to see how they were doing. Ile stepped them off and found they were not 
keeping the agreement. He said: ‘I told you to cut them 12 feet long, they 
are only 11 feet, boot measure!” 


“Once I was doing work at the Billy Grogan farm..There were several 
of us at the table, talking and eating. Biddie (Bridget - Mrs. Grogan) was 
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silent ang was thinking, she had nothing to say. Then all of a sudden she 
said: ‘Billy, is Indiana in Iowa?” 

“It was like a circus, better than a show. I enjoyed all my years with 
them. They were the real old Trish.’’ 

“Mrs. Margaret Griffin, one of the oldest and best respected citizens 
of the community, was buried at the Catholic Cemetery last Tuesday. A 
large number of sorrowing friends were in attendance.”’ (Leon Reporter: 
February 26, 1406, Thurrday, Ireland News Item.) 





Maurice and Mllen Daughton 
County iserry, lreland, 1814, dieqg August 
Woodland Pownship. tle married Kllen 


Maurice Daughton, born in 
2. 1890, buried Catholic Cemetery, 
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Mullin March 8, 1840. She was born in County Kerry, Ireland, June 22, 
1826, died July 10, 1901. Eleven children. They came to Decatur County 
about September or October, 1858. Bought land in Decatur County November 
6, 1858, jointly with brothers-in-law, Dennis and Patrick Mullin. He came to 
the United States in 1849 and worked in a rock quarry in the east. When he 
came to Decatur County he hag as his ox team, an ox and one old mule. 


“Maurice Daughton of Woodland Township is building a new house.’’— 
Leon Journal, September 27, 1883. 


Children: 


1. Bridget Daughton, born in County Kerry, Ireland, in December, 
1841, died at Creston December 7, 1928, married at Ottumwa by Father J. 
A. Kreckel to Samue) D. Wallace November 9, 1861. 


2. Julia Daughton, born in County Kerry. Ireland, 1844, buried at 
Maloy, married Edward Conwell at St. Patrick’s Church, Woodlang Township, 
by Father B. A .Cannon R. C. Priest, January 19, 1870, reccorced at George- 
town. Hight children. She died about 1932. 


3. Joseph Daughton, born County Kerry, Ireland, September 15, 
1846, passed away as a young man. Buried at Catholic Cemetery, Woodland 
Township. Died February 28, 1887. 


4. James Daughton, born in County Kerry, Ireland, 1849, died 1938, 
buried in St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. Married Han- 
nah Griffin at Woodland Township church in 1876. Nine children. 


>». Margaret Daughton, born April 1, 1856, at Lancaster, Fairfield 
County, Ohio. She was two and one-half years old when they came to Decatur 
County. Buried at Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. Married Timothy 
(of William) Grogan. She had two children, Nellie Grogan (Mrs. John) Fen- 
nell and Jimmie Grogan ... Paton, [owa - Denver, Colcrado, 


6. Johanna Daughton, born April ‘1, 1856, in Lancaster, Fairfield 
County, Ohio. (See stone). Married Stephen John Grogan (of Thomas Gro- 
gan). She died in 1927 near Beaconsfield, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Wood- 
land Township. Five children: Margaret, Maurice, Dennis, Marie Sheil and 
Michael. 


7. Michael Daughton, born Decatur County, Iowa, October 15, 1858. 
Died July 14, 1866. Buried at Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


8. William Daughton, born. in Decatur County, Iowa, Januaiy 9, 
1861, died October 11, 1878. Buried at Catholic Cemetery, WoodJand Town- 
ship. 


9. Dennis Daughton, born ir Jecatur County, Iowa, 1863, died April 
26, 1945. Married Florence Sheil. Five children: Margarette Schmidt, Fliza- 
beth Plude, Julia, Monica and James of Leon. 


10. Kathryn Daughton, born Decatur County, June 5, 1865, baptized 
by Father McMenomy, record is at Georgetown, Married Johm Owens April 
29, LSS9, at Woodland Township Catholic Church before Mather To J. Mul- 
len of Maloy, 


11. Elizabeth Daughton, born June 22, 1868, in Decatur County. She 
was baptized August 6, 1868; record is ay Georgetown, 
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Dennis Mullin 


Dennis Mullin, born in County Kerry, {freland, 1826, and died April 18, 
18912, in Taylor County, Iowa, near Maloy. He married Margaret Houlihan, 
also born in County Kerry, Ireland, 1832, and died January 13, 1920. They 
were married February 18, 1849. Purchased lang in Decatur County, Iowa, 
in 1858 jointly with brother, Patrick Mullin, and. brother-in-law, Maurice 
Daughton. Brother Patrick did not come to Decatur County until 1866. Den- 
nis Mullin and Maurice Daughton came to Decatur County with their families 
in 1858. Dennis became a citizen of the United States in Fairfield County, 
Ohio, in 1856. 


The Dennis Mullin family lived in Decatur County 18 years and moved 
from Woodland Township to Taylor County near Maloy in 1876. He died in 
1892 ang she died in 1920. Both are buried at Catholic Cemetery, Maloy. 
This information is from the Dennis Mullin Bible, now possessed by a 
great-granddaughter, Mrs. Helen Monahan, 216 South Peterson, Creston, 
Iowa. I also talked with Catherine Sullivan, Mrs. Dennis Mullin, Jr., February 
24,1953, at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Louis Moore, Kent, Iowa. 


Children: 


1. Joseph Mullin, born September 15, 1851, died in July, -1854, and 
twin ; 


2. Michael Mullin, born September 15, 1851, died in November, 1852. 
3. July Mullin, born September ‘1, 1853, died in July, 1854. 
4. Bartholemew Mullin, born in Ohio August 24, 1855, and dieq in 


Decatur County October 9, 1862. First or oldest grave stone in Catholic 
Cemetery, Woodland Township. 
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5. Mary Mullin, born in Ohio December 29, 1857, married John Hart. 
Nine children: Margaret, Mary, Elizabeth, Dennis, John, Richard, Caroline, 
Edward and Helen. 


6. Edward (1860 Census names him John Mullin, age 4/12) Mullin, 
born in Decatur County, Iowa, April 11, 1S60, married Ellen Maloney. He 
dieq December 5, 1915, age 55 vears, 7 months, 24 days. Six children: Ed- 
ward, Mary, Bernard, William, Leo, James, John, 


7. Ellen Nell Mullin, born Decatur County, Iowa, July 20, 1862. Mar- 
ried Chancey Shay. She died December 2, 1941. Two boys, Eddie and Den- 
Te FN. 


8. Dennis Mullin, Jr., born Decatur County, Iowa, January 6, 1865, 
married Mary Catherine Sullivan, who was born in Leon September 16, 1869, 
of Roger Sullivan and Hannah Dillon (Sullivan Lambert). Mrs. Dennis Mullin 
is living now with one of her children, Mrs. Louis Moore, Kent, lowa. Den- 
nis Mullin, Jr.. died January 29, 1948, at ‘Maloy. Five children: Roger, 
James, Catherine, Maurice ang Robert. 


9. John Martin Mullin, born in Decatur County, Jowa, September 1, 
1867. His baptismal record is at Georgetown. He married Nano - Nore O’- 
Connor. He died May 14, 1947. Seven children: Brian, James, Tom, Margaret, 
May, Eugene and Helen. 


10. Catherine Mullin, born Decatur County, Iowa, September 16, 1870, 
died February 5, 1896. Never married. Baptismal record is at Georgetown. 


11. James Mullin, born in Decatur County May 25, 18738, died May 4, 
1881. Baptismal record is at Bauer. 


‘12, William Patrick Mullin, born in ‘Taylor County near Maloy March 
3, 1878. Married Ella Lambert. He dieq January 13, 1936, buried at Maloy. 
Seven children: Joseph, Madge, !dward, Kathleen, Donald, Regina and Julia. 


DENNIS MULLIN 


Naturalization Certificate America our only Country 


The State of Ohio, Fairfield County (ss) I, John Radekaugh, clerk of 
the Court of Common Pleas, within and for said County, certify that at the 
October term of said Court, A. D. 1856, (October), Dennis Mullin, a native 
of Ireland, was duly admitted to Citizenship of the United States of America 
and is therefore entitled to all the rights and privileges of a naturalized 
citizen. 


Intestimony whereof, I, as Clerk of said Court, have hereunto fixed my 
seal this sixth day of October, 1856.. 
Signed: J. Radebaugh C, F. C. P. 


Bartholomew LlLoulthan 


Bartholomew Houlihan, born 1789, Parish of Killechana, County Kerry 
Ireland. Married Mary Galvin who was born in 1803 in Treland, He dieq De- 
cember 6, 1884, age 95 years, buried at Maloy (see stone). She died Decem- 
ber 1/2, 1893, age 90 years, buried at Catholic Cemetery, Maloy. They came 
to Decatur County, Towa, before 1860, perhaps with their daughter, Mrs. 
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Dennis Mullin, in 1858. They moved to Taylor County about 1877 with the 
Dennis Mullin famiily. 


Ed Owens says Bartholomew Houlihan rode a horse many times back 
to Woodland Township to visit and stay for several days with old Irish fami- 
lies. 


Lewis Bright told me (November i2, 1954) that Mrs. Houlihan was 
always present when any of the women were having a baby (Protestant or 
Catholic) in the settlement around Ireland. She was the mid-wife. Lewis said 
“When my brother, Robert, was born Mrs. Houlihan took care of things.” 
(The Brights were non-Catholic. ) 


Jolm Wallace 


John Wallace, born in Belfast, Ireland, 1813, and came to Decatur 
County in 18512. Married Mary Monsen, who was born in New York in 1818. 


They were both baptized as Catholics by Father Timothy Clifford, pas- 
tor of Georgetown, April 27, 1864. John Wallace died December 12, 1893. 
Mary died June 22, 1872. 


_His mother was Margaret Ross of County Antrim, born 1790, died 1867, 
buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. She was a Catholic. Mar- 
ried an Orangemen, Peter Wallace, Sr. They had two sons, John and Peter. 


Children: 
1. Margaret Wallace, born in Ohio, 1840. 


2. Samuel ‘Wallace, borh in Ohio in 1841, become a Catholic in 1861, 
baptised by Father John A. Kreckel at Ottumwa, married Bridget Daughton 
at Ottumwa, three weeks after baptism, by Father J. A. Kreckel. He and she 
were outstanding Catholics. 


3. Mary A. Wallace, born in Ohio, 1842 or 1848. She is grandmother of 
Father Frank Marlin, Diocese of Davenport. Marrieq William Barrett and 
they had three sons and four daughters.’ 


4, Elizabeth Wallace, born in Ohio, 1843, married Patrick Flynn. She 
was baptised September 20, 1861, at Ottumwa by Father Kreckel. Elizabeth 
and Patrick are buried at Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


5. Joseph Wallace, born in Ohio, 1850, died at Klks Home. 
6. Catherine Wallace, born in Decatur County, 1853. 
7. George Wallace, born in Decatur County, 1855. 


8. William Wallace. 
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Samuel Wallace 

Samu2l Dunsmore Wallace, 
born in Ohio in 1841, baptised 
a Catholic October 20, 18651, 
and married November 9, 1861, 
to Bridget Daughtor at Ottum- 
wa by TFather Kreckel.. He was 
first convert of Decatur County 
to Catholic Church. (unless it 
would have been Frances Brid- 
ger - Mrs. Pat Grogan) accord- 
ing to records to be found. Both 
Samuel and Bridget are buried 
at Creston. He came to Decatur 
County in’ 1852 and moved to 


Samuel and Bridget Watlace Creston in 1891. 





Children: 
'l. John S. H. Wallace, born in Decatur County August 22, 162, died 


age 78, buried at Creston. Married Mary C. McCann. 


2. Mary Ellen Wallace, born in Decatur County February 17, 1864, 
married Thomas McGraw. She died April 17, 1898, at Omaha and was buried 
at Creston. 


3. Julia Wallace, born January 24, 1866 in Decatur County, died age 
24, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township, Died July 26, 1890. 


4. Charles Francis Wallace, born in Decatur County September 2, 
1867. Died March 20, 1884, age 16 years 6 months, Baptized at St. Ambrose, 
Des Moines, by Father B. A. Cannon, Buried Catholic Cemetery, Woodland 
Township. 


5. Baby, born March 4, 1869, died. 


6. James D. Wallace, born December 12, 1869, at Woodland Township, 
Decatur County, now living five miles north of Cresten, Iowa. Baptismal rec- 
ord at Georgtown. 


7. Maurice Edward Wallace, born at Woodland Township, Decatur 
County, Towa, in September, 1871, Never married, 


8. Elizabeth ‘Wallace, born Woodland Township, Decatur, Iowa, Aug- 
ust 12, 1873, married Larry Cusack. She is living with James, her brother, 
north of Creston. Baptismal record at Bauer. 


9, George Wallace, born north of Grand River in Decatur County, No- 
vember 20, 1876, married Mary Madden. Ile died at Creston in 1952. They 
had five boys and one girl. Baptismal record at Creston, lowa, 


10. Infant, born north of Grand River and died August 7, 1878, 


James Wallace and HMlizabeth Cusack tolq me the following about the 
Samuel Wallace family when | visited their home north of Creston in 19538: 


“We were all born in) Woodland Township except George and a baby 
that died who were born near Grand River. We lived in’ Woodland Township 
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until 1875 when my dad chose to go. out west" ot Omaha, Nebraska, and 
homestead some land. I (James) was five or six years old and can remember 
we were all packed up and in a covered wagon eariy in the darkness of the 
morning. Many of the neighbors of around Ireland were there to say good- 
bye. I was enjoying the excitement. It was fun to me until I asked why all 
were crying. They told me we would never see these people again. Then I 


began to cry! 


“Finally we drove away on the road to Leon, next by Decatur and that 
evening we were north of Grand River passing by Ed Conwell’s place where 
my Dad stopped. Neddie Conwell came out and said: ‘‘Where are you going?’ 
My Dad said: ‘‘We are going out west of Omaha and settle on some land the 
government has opened for homestead.’’ Neddie said: ““SSamuel, do you know 
what you are doing? Taking those seven children out there where there is 
nothing but grass, no school, no church. They will grow up wild, uneducated 
and lose the faith.’’ Samuel said: ‘‘Well, what should I do? I have sold out at 
Woodlang Township.’’ Neddie said: “Mr. John Morgan, a couple of miles 
northwest of here, wants to sell out.’?’ My Dad and Necdie went to see him 
and that night they returned and my Dad had bought him out. That was in 


March, . 1875.’’ 

(S. D. Wallace, March 25, 1875, bought 40 acres in Section 6, also 40 
acres in Section 5 in Richland Township from John Morgan. Paid $2,300 for 
the 80 acres. Leon Abstract and Title Co.) 


The Wallace family remained there in the northwest corner of Decatur 
County until 1890 when they sold out in 189! ang moved up north of Cres- 
ton, Towa, While living north of Grand River, Samuel hauled timbers to help 


build St. Malachy’s Church at Creston. 


James Wallace said to me: “I, Maurice and Elizabeth were confirmed 
at Kellerton about 1888. Father Mullen was the priest. Father Williams was 
previous to him. Cosgrove was the Bishop. We had a team of mules and they 
ran away with a new wagon into a hedge fence.’’ 


Samuel and Bridget Wallace are listed with the founders of Dowling 
High in Des Moines, The altar at Saint Patrick’s Church, Grand River, Iowa, 
was given by their children in their memory. 
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Patrielk Mullin 


Patrick Mullin, brother to both Dennis Mullin and Mrs. Ellen (Mau- 
rice) Daughton, was born in County Kerry, Ireland, February 29, 1828, died 
February 3, 1905, buried in St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Town- 
ship. He married Margaret C. Hoffines who was born December §, 1838. She 
was a convert to the Catholic Faith and faithful to her duties. She died 
April 29, 19293, age: 90. plus. 


Patrick Mullin purchased land together with his brother, Dennis, and 
his brother-in-law, Maurice Daughton, in Section 19, Woodland Township, in 
1858, but he did not come to Iowa with them from Pickaway County, Ohio, 
(Ashville) until in September, 1866, when he brought his wife and three 
children to Iowa. He purchased 200 aeres in Eden Township of Decatur 
County in January, 1867, and it was unimproved. 


Children: / 

1. Joseph Willard Mullin, born in Ohio, in May, 1860, died April 
16, 1922, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. Married Mar- 
garet Ellen Barrett. Fight chiJdren. Mrs. Buckingham is cne of them re- 
maining as a member of Leon Parish. 


2. Rose Altha, born January 1, 1863, died in April, 1865. 


3. Mary Martha Jane Mullin (Grogan), born Pickaway, Olio, October 
18, 1864, married Michael Grogan. Nine children. She died Gctober 24, 1953, 
buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. Mrs. Alice (Nathan) Boyce 
is only one in Leon Parish. 


4, Nancy (Nannie) Elizabeth, born in Ohio, March 26, 1866. Never 
married. Died at Des Moines December 14, 1927, buried in Woodland Catho- 
lic Cemetery. 


re Samuel Michael Mullin, born in Decatur County, Iowa, December 
14, 1867. Never married. Died in October, 1914, buried in Catholic Cemetery, 
Woodland Township. 


6. Jonas Albert Mullin, born in Decatur County February 24, 1870, 
died December 24, 1927, buried at Minneapolis, Minn. Married Kate Grogan 
(daughter of John Grogan and Margarei Quilty). Kate lives in Minneapolis, 
1955, Five children. 


land 


7. Julia Alice Mullin, born in Decatur County, Iowa, February 12, 
1872, died December 1, 1911, married Henry Perfield, Three children. State 
of Oregon. One daughter is a nun in Oregon, 


8 James Patrick Mullin, born in Decatur County, Towa, October 9, 
1873, and died March 30, 1950. Buried at Minneapolis, Minn. : 


9 Catherine Mllen Mullin, born in Decatur County February 26, 1875, 
married Mrank tliekman., Both are diving ta South Dakota, 


(0. William Henry’ Mullin, born in: Pecatur County, Lowa, Ostober 17, 
i876) aod, Novembur 25, bbe abs silyertorn, Colorado, tle ararided Nitty) Ad- 
word who died January &, 1927. Five children, He married Kate Conway and 
had one child, She died June 11, 1932.' 


t1. Dennis. Mdward Mallin, (born ite. Decaturs County, Towa, May 28, 
1878, died October 24, 19H8  Csame diy is nis alates Mary Coron iii) ar st, 
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Louis, Mo., and was buried there, He married Teresa (Tess) Penny and had 
two children. 


12. Stephen Maurice Mullin, born January 14, 1880, in Decatur County, 
Iowa, is living at Durango, Colorado. Married Mary Cole and had one child. 
Wife died. He remarried a Lelah and has one child. 


13. Margaret Etna, born in Decatur County, Iowa, December 17, 1881, 
married Bert Stiles. Two daughters. She died and was buried from St. Bren- 
dan’s December 1, 1955. 


14. George Laurence Mullin, born in Decatur County, Iowa, April 17, 
1883, married Florence Webster. Living at Long Beach, Calif. Retired Rock 
Island Railroad conductor, Des Moines to-Davenport, Chicago run. 


15. Clement Thomas (Grover Cleveland) Mullin, born in Decatur 
County, Iowa, February 21, 1885, married Mae McGinty. Four children, He 
is living at Minneapolis, Minn. 





Mageie Mullin (Stiles), Nanme Mullin, Kate Mullin (fliekman), 


Julia Mullin (Perfield) 
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Margaret C. Hoffines Mullin, the mother, became a Catholic and was 
baptized in Ohio with the first three children. 


All the children made a success of their lives by themselves. 


Patrick Mullin was buried February 5, 1905, at Catholic Cemetery, 
Woodland Township, (told by an eye-witness). ‘‘Patrick died at home 12 miles 
north of Leon. He was taken by bobsled 12 miles north of Leon to 10 miles 
southeast of Leon to the Catholic Cemetery. Snow was very high, so high 
that we had to cut the fences and go across fields, the roads were impassable. 
It was below zero. (It was 24 degrees below zero the day before he was bur- 
ied according to The Leon Journal weather reports.) They had to borrow 
fresh teams of horses as they went along from farmers, When we arrived at 
the cemetery several men and women who lived near the new unfinished 
church were present. There was no priest available. The few who were pres- 
ent with the remains of Patrick Mullin went inside the church. There were 
pieces of boards, wood shavings and plaster on the floor. We had no heat 
but were glad to get inside out of the wind. [t was getting late in the after- 
noon and the February sun was going down. We.stood around the box and 
the only ceremony was Samuel Wallace of Creston led us in saying the Rosary 
and the Litany. Then we took the casket out and buried Patrick Mullin.” 


Maggie Mullin Stiles says they came to Iowa in a covered wagon in 
September, 1866, from Pickaway County, tows chico 


The Leon Journal, February 9, 1905, says: “Sunday the burial of Pat- 
rick Mullin at the Catholic Cemetery, Ircland. Several people and the priest 
from Creston attended.” (Leonard Mullin and others told me that it was not 
a priest but it was Samuel Wallace who led them in the rosary.) 


Temperature report from The Leon Journal: 

February 38, 1905, Friday, the day he died, 12 below. 
February 4, 1905, Saturday, day before funeral, 24 below. 
February 5, 1905, Sunday, day of burial, 9 above. 


Also reported was an item that “snow was never so deep in Decatur 
County.”’ 


In 1896, Patrick Mullin and wife, Margaret, deeded their interest to 
Bishop Smyth (Catholic Church) which they had in Section 19, Woodland 
Township, Decatur County, Iowa, upon which the church and cemetery had 
been erected and established. He had purchased this in 1858 jointly with his 
brother, Dennis, and brother-in-law, Maurice Daughton, and his name appears 
on original purchase contract but he did not come to lowa until 1866, eignt 
years after his brother and brother-in-law came and therefore he was not 
present to sign the deed September 22, 1865, when ten acres were deeded to 
Bishop Smyth. So there was a flaw in the deed to the church. In 1896 when 
he and his wife, Margaret, signed a deed, that cleared up the title. 


James Dillon 


James Dillon, born in County Kerry, treland, in 1802, died August 4, 
1867, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. Married Catherine 
Griffin who was born in County Jorry, tveland, in 1812, She died January 
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11, 1892, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. They came to 
Decatur County a year before he died, according to W. D. Frost, i. e., 1866, 
from Pickaway County, Ohio. 


Children: 


1. Thomas Dillon, born in County Kerry, Ireland, June 24, 1838, died 
November 4, 1892, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. Married 
Catherine Hoover (a convert) in Ohio. Four children. 


2. Mary Dillon, born 1848, died March 20, 1904, age 61, buried in the 
Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


3. Hannah Dillon, born in 1847 or 1848 in Ireland, married to Roger 
Sullivan at Catholic Church, Woodland ‘Township, in 1868. Two children: 
Mary Catherine Sullivan (Mrs. Dennis Mullin) born in Leon September 16, 
1869, and Carol Ann Sullivan (Warin) born 1872 in Leon. Hannah remarried 
after Roger Sullivan died, to John Lambert and moved to Maloy. Had a Rose 
and William Lambert. (See Roger Sullivan families.) 


I talked to Catherine Sullivan (Mrs. Dennis Mullin, Jr.) February 24, 
19538, at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Louis Moore, Kent, Iowa, and ob- 
tained much of the information regarding the Dillon and Sullivan families. 


Thomas Dillon. 


Thomas Dillon, born in County Kerry, Ireland, June 24, 1838, died 
November 4, 1892, buried Woodland Township Catholic Cemetery. Married 
Catherine Hoover, born January 21, 1838, died March 11, 1895. She is 
buried at Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. They caine from (Circle- 
ville) Pickaway County, Ohio, to Decatur County in 1866. Catherine Hoover 


became a Catholic, baptized by Father Henry Malone of Maloy in 18938. 


A Thomas Dillon bought 40 acres in Section 12, Eden Vownship, from 
Warren Hall September 27, 1864. 


Children: 


‘1, Emma Dillon, born in 1864, died January 11, 1922, buried at Cath- 
olic Cemetery, Woodland Township. Baptismal record at Georgetown by 
Father McMenomy January 24, 1867. Married Thomas Grogan (of William). 
No children. 


2. Mary Melvina — Mary Ann Dillon, born April 23, 1865, baptismal 
record at Georgetown, died October 9, 1915, buried in Catholic Cemetery, 
Woodland Township. She married J. Record. One daughter, Lua Ruben, 
Oklahoma City, baptized 1898. 


3. Hannah EK. Dillon, born in Decatur County June 15, 1867, died Feb- 
ruary 19, 1941, age 73, buried City Cemetery of Leon, Married William 
Krost. Two sons: William Dillon Mrost of Leon, two daughters, Des Moines 
and Chicago. Walter Frost of Leon has five children. Hlannah I. Dillon 
taught school at Ireland School, Woodland Township, from September, 1896, 


to 1898. 


4, Nana Dillon, born December 17, 1870, married William Young, They 
lived in Ohio. She was baptized by Father B, A. Cannon of Ceorgetown by 
name Ann, 
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Cornelius Hannon 


Cornelius Hannon, born in County Kerry, Ireland, in 1813, and died in 
1891, married Mary Griffin, born in County Kerry, 1817, died January 11, 
1905. Both are buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. He bought 
land in Decatur County, Section 24 of Eden Township, from James W. Gam- 
mon September 23, 1858. He sold to Michael and Timothy Griffin, August 31, 
1888, and moved to Taylor County. 


1. Michael, married Elizabeth Dale. They had six children: Katherine 
(Kitt), Margaret, Emmett, Nellie, Winifrid and Michael. 


2. Hannah, born in 1852, died July 21, 1939, buried in Catholic Ceme- 
tery, Woodland Township. 


3..Cornelius, born in 1857, died September 21, 1939, buried in Catholic 
Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


4, Mary C., born April 1, 1861, died March 1, 1909, buried in Catholic 
Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


Roger Sullivan 


Roger Sullivan was born in New York in 1841 of Carey and Mary 
Sullivan. The parents were originally from County Kerry, Ireland. 


Roger was one of five girls and two boys. They were Johanna Sullivan, 
Honora Sullivan Donnelly, Henrietta Sullivan (married Richard Shey), Mary 
Sullivan Richardson, Maggie Sullivan Murphy and John Sullivan. 


Roger came to Ottumwa and was the only one to conie to Decatur 
County, Iowa. He came to Leon in 1866 or 1867 and became the brewer in 
Leon. In 1867 or 1868 he married Hannah Dillon, a daughter of James Dillon 
and Catherine Griffin at the Catholic Church in Woodland Township, Decatur 
County, Iowa, according to his daughter, Mrs, Dennis Mullin, Jr., of Kent, 
Iowa. He died July 9, 1871, of sunstroke while helping in the hayfield down 
in Ireland. Hannah Dillon, his wife, was born in Ireland in 1847 or 1848. 


Children: 


1. Mary Catherine, born in the town of Leon September 16, 1869, mar- 
ried Dennis Mullin, Jr. I visited her February 24, 1953, at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. louis Moore, of Kent, fowa. Children are Roger, James, 
Catherine, Maurice and Robert. 


‘2. Carol Ann Sullivan was born.in Leon in February, 1872, seven 
months after her father, Roger Sullivan, died. She married George Warin of 
Maloy, Towa, She died February 26, 1945. They had several children. 


After Roger Sullivan died, Ilannah, his wife, married John Lambert of 
Ringgold County about 1875 and had a Rose Lambert and William Lambert. 


Decatur County Journal, July 13, 1871, Gen. and Miscl. says: “Mr. R. 
Sullivan, the brewer, died suddenly last Sunday, congestion of the brain was 
the cause.”’ 
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Towa Census of July 4, 1870, says Roger Sullivan, age 29, male, white, 
occupation brewer, value of real estate $100.00. Value of personal property 
$100.00, born in New York State. Wite Hannah, age 22, born in Ireland. One 
child, Mary C., 10 months, born in lowa, 


His daughter, Mrs. Mary Catherine Sullivan Muliin, said: “I went to 
school in Woodland Township and lived with my grandmother*Dillon until I 
was 14 years old. Then I went to Ottumwa to school at Ottumwa Heights. I 
remember seeing Father Kreckel many times at the Ottumwa school. I don’t 
think he ever came to Decatur County. [ remember hearing the people of 
Woodland Township speak about having Mass in their homes before I was 
born, 1869. In 1888, when I was 14 years-old I can remember the addition 
on the old church.’ 


Census 1870. June 1. Vol, 112, Decatur County, Woodland Township. 
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Horses Mules and Milk Working Other Sheep Swine 


Asses JOWS Oxen Cows 

Grogan, William 1 0 Qnd- S i) 23 a | 
Barrett, John 4 () H l 0 ie | 23 
Owens, Thomas 2 0 FY \) 5] S 0) 
Grogan, Pat 3 () ‘ ‘) 6 19 1 
Wallace, . Johne: 8 \ S 0) 21) a0 11 
Daughton, M, 2 0 7 10 4 1a 16 
Griffin, M. ai \) b 4 14 4§ 19 
Houlihan, Batt 6 0) 6 V 2 21 22 

Total Horses June 1, 1870 — 30 

Total Working Oxen June 1, 1870 — 238 


Thomas Grogan 





Wa Grogan Katherine Grogan Mcith Bryson 
~Mageie Mullin Cleo Bryson Nellie | Barrett 
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Thomas Grogan, born September %, 1830, in Ccunty Kerry, Ireland, 
died September 20, 1875, married Catherine Hassett, also born in Ireland 
March 16, 1836, and died August 12, 1200. Both are buried in Catholic Ceme- 
tery, Woodland Township. Thomas was a cousin to William and Patrick Gro- 
gan. He purchased 40 acres, 68-24-19, in Woodland Township, from his cou- 


sin, Patrick, September 14, 1869. Book 12, Page 109. 
1921519 


1. Stephen John Grogan, born in Missouri in 1859 and died August 14, 
1930, at Beaconsfield, Iowa, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Town- 
ship. Married Hannah Daughton. Five children: Margaret Ward, Maurice, 
Dennis, Marie Sheil, Michael. 


Children. 


2. Michael C. Grogan, born in 1863 in New York, died in 1916, buried 
in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. Married Mary Martha Jane Mullin 
who died in 1953, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. Nine 
children: Mrs. Alice (Nathan) Boyce is only one living in this parish. Mrs. 
Boyce has two daughters living in this parish and five grandchildren. Mar- 
garet Sponsler and Maurine Williamson. 


3, Jeannie Grogan, born at Cooperstown, New York, January 9, 1865, 
married Michael Griffin. She died November 23, 1941. Three children: One 
died young, Virgene Griffin, school teacher, and Russell of Leon. Jeannie and 
Michael are buried in Catholic Plot, Leon City Cemetery, 


4, William Grogan, born in New York in 1867 and died in 1919. Never 
married, Buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


>. Kate (Katherine) Grogan, born in Decatur County June 24, 1870, 
never married, died May 28, 1946. Buried Leon Cemetery Catholic Plot. Bap- 
tismal record at Georgetown. 


6. Ella Grogan, born in Decatur County January ‘11, 1875, baptismal 
record at Bauer. Never married. Ella taught school in Decatur County for 57 
years. Hla received a Pontifical Blessing in 1950. She was an excellent Cath- 
ole and citizen. Died January 81, 1952, buried in Catholic Plot, Leon City 
Cemetery, 


Patriek Flynn 


Patrick Flynn, born in 1831 in Ireland and came to the United States 
when nine years old with family and settled in Pennsylvania. Later following 
railroad work with mules building road beds. Worked on building North 
Western Railroad to Des Moines. Had many teams of mules. He married 
Blizabeth Wallace. Their marriage Jicense was issued at Albia Court House 
January 10, 1864. Patrick Flynn died November 11, 1911, and she died Jan- 
uary 31, 19138. Both are buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


Children: 


1. Martin Flynn, born in Monroe County November 17, 1864, and died 
May 31, 1890, and is buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


2. Catherine Ann Flynn (Mrs. Dan Griffin), born Monroe County March 
27, 1866, baptized at Georgtown April 1, 1866. Died in 1911, buried in Cath- 
olic Cemetery, Woodland Township. No children. 
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3. Mary Ellen Flynn, born July 10, 1868, Monroe County, baptismal 
record August 7, 1868, at St. Ambrose Church, Des Moines, by Father John 
F. Brazill. She never married, lived at Leon and died at Leon October 18, 
1944, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


4. Margaret (Maggie) Flynn, born November 2, 1873, in Decatur Coun- 
ty, married Fred Atkins in 1898, who was baptized the same day he was 
married. Maggie Flynn Atkins died in 1899 on February 8. 


5. James Pat. Flynn, born in Decatur County, February 24, 1875, bap- 
tized March 21, 1875, record at Bauer. Died in Colorado June 22, 1953, 
buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


6. Alice (Bridget) Flynn, born in Decatur County, 1877, married 
Frank D. Delaney. He is dead. Alice lives at Keokuk, Iowa. She has a daugh- 
ter, Mary H. Delaney, and son, Francis Delaney, and several grandchildren. 


7. John T. Flynn, born in Decatur County, 1880, Married Elyda Zim- 
mermann. Mary, Howard and Patricia are members of the parish. 


Francis MeGovern 


Francis McGovern, born in Ireland, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Wood- 
land Township. Married Anna Mary Murphy. They came to Decatur County 
perhaps sometime before '1870. 


Children: 


1. Catherine McGovern, born in Pennsylvania, 1850, married Patrick 
Mohoney. Children: Mary G., Frank, Charles, William If., and Cecilia. 


2. Francis H. M. McGovern, born in Decatur County. Baptismal record 
is at Georgetown, born July 15, 1868, baptized August 6, 1868. Roger Sulli- 
van and Hannah Griffin, sponsors, by Father B. P. McMemony 


3. Tressa McGovern, born in Decatur County, 1873, died in 1949, buried 
in Leon City Cemetery. 


Daniel Sullivan 


~ 


Daniel Sullivan, born in Ireland November 21, 1845. His father was 
Michael Sullivan and mother was Mary. He died March 10, 1915. Buried in 
Catholic: Cemetery, Woodland Township. Married Julia Mahconey who was 
born in Ireland May ‘L2, 1845, died July 9, i898, buried in Catholic Ceme- 
tery, Woodland Township. They were married at Ottumwa in iS69 and came 
to Decatur County in 1871 or 1872, 


Previous to this marriage Julia had inarried John Tlunt in 1864 but he 
died in May, 1865, leaving her with a son, Walter Tlunt, who was born No- 
vember 12, 1865, five months after (he father’s death, Walter Tlunt died) in 
Kebruary, 1883, and had taken the name of Sullivan. 


Daniel Sullivan purchased Jand in High Point Township from <A, C, 
Lockwood December 7, 1872. He had worked on the railroad. Tle sold this 
land to his father-in-law, Dennis Mahoney, in’ November, L873, 
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Children: 


1. Walter Hunt Sullivan, born November 12, 1865, died in February, 
I8a3. ' 


2. Catherine Sullivan, born August 25, 1870, died in 1870. 


3. Mary Sullivan, born in Wapello County July 2, 1871, died in Balti- 
more, Maryland, December 7, 1948. Married a Charles Boylan, January. 10, 
1901, who died at St. Paul, Minn., in 1927. One son died as an infant. An 
adopted daughter, Catherine, born in 1912, died November 15, 1936, in 
Baltimore. All are buried at St. Paul, Minn. 


4. Michael Sullivan, born in Decatur County June 30, 1873. Raptismal 
record at Bauer July 28, 1873. He died at Leon, buried at Lineville, Iowa, 
January 4, 1941, Married Frances Sears, Leon school teacher, May 31, 1919. 
She was born in 1886, died July 20, 1934, buried at Lineville. 


5. Patrick Sullivan, born in Decatur County March 8, 1875, haptismal 
record at Bauer May 23, 1875. Died March 7, 1918, at Grand River, buried 
in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland ‘Township. Married Deila Swope. Four chil- 
dren: John, Harriett, Francis and Alice. 


6. Julia Sullivan, born in Decatur County May 21, 1877, died December 
28, 1908, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. Married Timothy 
James Griffin on February 122, 1898. Four children: Winford, Walter, Mar- 
garet, Timothy James. 


7. Catherine Sullivan, born in Decatur County October 12, 1879, mar- 
ried Michael (Col.) Grogan May 10, 1897, by Father J. A. Cook. He died 
June 10, 1910, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. Two chil- 
dren: Thomas and Felix. 


8. Alice Sullivan, born in Decatur County September 12, 18838, died 
February 4, 1915. Married her sister Julia’s husband, Timothy Griffin, after 
Julia died in 1908. Buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


9. Elizabeth Sullivan, born November 11, 1886, died in February, 1908, 
buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. Married Joseph Ward in 
February, 1907. One son, Patricius Ward, born December 22, 1907. 


Dennis Mahoney 


Dennis Mahoney, born in Ireland, 1814, died in 1894, buried in Catho- 
lic Cemetery, Woodland Township, Married Mary Reardon, also born in Tre- 
land, 1820. She died in 1886, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Town- 
ship. Dennis purchased land in t&73 from his son-in-law, Daniel Sullivan. 


Children: 


1, Julia Mahoney, born in treland, May 12, 1845 or 1846, Married John 
Hunt. They had one son, Walter Hunt, born November 12, 1865. te died in 
February, 1883. Her husband, John Hunt, died year after marriage. Julia 
then married Daniel Sullivan at Ottumwa in 1869 and jater came to Decatur 
County, Iowa, They had eight children, Julia Mahoney Sullivan died July 9, 
S98, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodtand Township. 
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2. Patrick Mahoney, born in New York, 1850, died February 13, 1941, 
buried Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. Married Catherine McGovern 
who died in 1917. Children: Mary G., Frank, Charles, William E., and Cecilia 
Shultz. 


3. Daniel Mahoney, born in New York, 1856. 


4. Mary Mahoney, born in New York, 1858, died June 1, 1940, buried 
in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. Never marvied. 


5. Ellen Mahoney, born in Wapello County, Iowa, 1860. School teacher 
in 1884. Married Rickard Barrett, She died March 16, 1941, buried in Cath- 
olice Cemetery, Woodland Township. Children: Mary Barrett Masterson, Helen 
Barry, William D. Barrett, Grace Barrett, John di¢d young. Ten grandchil- 
dren: Bernie Masterson, Margaret Gore, Catherine Hay, James Barry, Pauline 
Barry Davis, Robert Barry, Richard Barrett, Donald Barrett, Mary Agnes 
Barrett, Margaret Ann Barrett. 


Joseph Peters 
John Barry 


‘Joseph Peters, born in: the United States in 1847, died July 13, 1879, 
married Louisa Ketterer. She was born in Lee County in February, 1854 (ac- 
cording to 1885 census). Purchased land in Decatur County, Woodland Town- 
ship March 17, ‘877. They came to Decatur County shortly after 1871. IT have 
been told they came from around Fairfield, lowa, in Jefferson County, in the 
southeast part of Iowa. Ketterers also live near Conception, Mo., Both are 
buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


Children: 


1. John Joseph Peters, born in Decatur County, Iowa, November 4, 
1873, baptized November 30, 18738, record at Bauer. He lives in Oregon 
(Gervais ). 


2. Katherine Ann Peters, born in Decatur County, January 7, 1875, 
baptized January 24, 1875, record at Bauer. Died. June 11, 1951. Married 
Charles Smith. Lived life in California and buried there. 


3. Mary Magdalen Peters, born October 8, 1876, baptized October. 25, 
1876, record at Bauer, Died May 12, 1877, buried in Catholic Cemetery, 
Woodland Township. 


4. Francis .J. Peters, born May 14, '1878, baptized June 15, 1878, rec- 
ord at Bauer. Died January 7, 1879, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland 
Township. 





o. Margaret Peters Sister Mary Philomena, Sisters of Saint Francis, 
- Maryville Mo. — born in Deeatur County December 21, 1879. She died 
April 20, 1946. 


Mr. Joseph Peterg died July 13, 1879, buried in Catholic Cemetery, 
Woodland ‘Township. 


Mrs. Peters married John Barry’ March 30, 1880, before Father E. 
Hayes at Catholic Church, Woodland Township. Mr. Barry came from County 
Cork, Ireland, in 18714, born in Ireland January 6, 1839, died November 26, 
1911, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodiand Township. Louisa Barry died 
November 7, 1924. Buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. 
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John Barry and Louisa (Ketterer) Barry 


Children: 


6. Elizabeth Florence Barry, born in Decatur County August 11, 
1881. She is living in Seattle, Washington. 


7. Bridget Clara Barry, born in Decatur County July 129, 1883. She 
married Peter McCarthy, living in Los Angeles, California. Children: Two 
girls, both nuns; three boys: One, Clement R. McCarthy, a priest, Oblate of 
Mary Immaculate, working as missionary in Philippine Island. 


8. Stephen Walter Barry, born in Decatur County September 7, 1885, 
married Helen Barrett May 238, 1918, first marriage in St. Brendan’s Church 
building. Stephen died May 5, 1955, in Decatur City, buried in Catholic Plot, 
Leon City Cemetery. Children: James of California, Pauline Davis of Califor- 
hia, Robert of Des Moines, 


9 James Leo Barry, born in Decatur County November 6, E887. Mur 
ried Harriett Sullivan, They moved from Deeatur County about 1939 to Con- 
ception, Mo., to original Ketterer farm, She died March 6) 1941. James and 
children are living near Conception, Mo. Four children: H@ward, Catherine, 
Joseph,- Mary. 
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ai 


Sister Marv 
Charles Borromeo 
Sister of [hamility 

of Mary 
of Ottumwa, Towa. 


10. Agnes Theresa Barry 















(S. M. Barromec), born in 
Decatur County April 4, 
1890. Entered Sisters of 
Humility, Ottumwa, Iowa, 
April 30, 1910. Died in re- 
ligion at Ottumwa _ Febru- 
ary 11,°1955. 


V4: Laurence Leonard 
Barry, born May 12, 1892, 
in Deeatur County. Married 
» Olive Coontz of Decatur 
County. Four children: 
Maurice, . Margaret, Mary, 
John. All living in Joliet, 
lllinois. 


12. Andrew Edward Barry, born in Decatur County August 28, 1894, 
Andrew is living in Leon. Married Margaret Walton. Has one daughter, Vir- 
‘gene Brown, and two grandchildren, Connie and Bobbie Brown, all of Leon. 


13. Patrick Henry Barry, born in Decatur County. October 15, 1897. 
Married, has three children living in California. 


“Married in the Catholic Chureh jin Woodland Township March 30 by 
Father Hayes, John Barry to Mrs. Louisa Peters.’”’—Leon Journal, Thursday, 
April 8, 1880. 


“John Barry visited the Journal office to renew his subscription. John 
came from County Cork, Ireland, 22 years ago and not long afterwards set- 
tled in this county. He is a good Republican, industrious and intelligent citi- 
zen.’’—Leon Journal, Thursday, December 24, 1896. 


ry 





“Quite a number of the Catholics attended Mass at John Barry’s Fri- 
day.”’Leon Journal, January -'2)7) 7905, Thursday HMdition, Ireland News Jtem, 


“Sister Mary Barromeo and Mother Mary Ligouri came last Thursday 
from Ottumwa to visit at the home of Mrs. Louisa Barry near Leon.’’——Leon 
Journal, Avugegust 8, 1918, Thursday Hdition, 


(Note: Mother Mary Ligouri of Sisters of Humility, Ottumwa, was a 
Kellorer, a sister of Mrs, Louisa Barry.) 
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There were other families who lived near Woodland Township or near 
the Ireland Church in 1875 or moved in larer. Most of them soon moved away. 


Kritz —— Sylvester Kritz and Mary Schmidt. They lived north of the 
Barrys but moved up north near Milo, Iowa. 


Brennan — John Brennan and Mary Bromint lived near lLineville. 
Several baptismal records are at Bauer, Iowa, and at Trenton, Mo. 


Stack ——- Michael Stack and Ann Sutheran. One baptismal record at 
Georgetown states they lived in Decatur County in 1869. 


Ogden — William Ogden and Mary Brady came from Navoo, Illinois, 
about 1875 and lived northeast of Pleasanton, Iowa. They are buried in 
Illinois, Children all married and moved to Canada, Des Moines and Cali- 
fornia, 


Leahy —~ Daniel Patrick Leahy and Mary Fandina Rebbe. Both are bur- 
ied back in Petersburg, Illinois. Contributed generously to new St. Brendan’s 
Church. : 


Hurley — Daniel Hurley and Elizabeth McClure. Moved out west. 


Murphy — Murphy family of Lineville, Iowa, baptismal records at 
Trenton, Mo. 


Drahan — Drahan family of Lineville, Iowa. Baptismal records at 
Trenton, Mo. 


Kempf — Mary, age 64, was buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland 
Township, July 2'8, 1879. 


Other families came during the ’80’s or later — John O’Bovle familiy, 
now live at Vail, Iowa. Edward Comerford of County Waterford, Ireland, 
buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland ‘Township. A. W. Bryson moved out 
west. Mrs. William McDaniel and children. Mrs. Harry Spicer is the only one 
living in Leon. Rose Rachail Farrell, Mrs. Lewis Bright and children. Several 
first Communion records at Maloy of a Kirwin family of Leon, 1895-1899. 
Moved to Des Moines. Several Pritchard records are at Maloy. They moved 
away about 1910. The John Caufield family now lives in Des Moines. 


Peter Martin, born Mullingar, Ireland, in ‘1832, was a Civil War veteran 
and had a stroke in August, 1894, and died three weeks later. He is buried 
in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. His wife and children returned to 


Omaha. 
Klizabeth Crane, the widow of Mark Crane, resides in Jeon. 


Some time ago [I was visiting with John (Cappy) Walsh of Des Moines, 
an old schoolmate of mine of Dowling High School. He told me that his par- 
ents and family once lived at Van Wert many yearg ago when his father, 
Larry’ Walsh, worked for the old Keokuk and Western Railroad that once 
ran through Van Wert. 
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The old cathedral of Bardstown was started in USt6, finished in 


S19 and is now Saint Joseph's Parish Church of Bardstown, hy. 
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Chapter LV 
THE EARLY CHURCL 


1. To Ottumwa 


The Catholic Church in Decatur County began in 1856 as a mission in 
Woodland Township served by pastors of Ottumwa, Georgetown, Bauer, 
Mt. Ayr, Maloy and Chariton. Catholics near Grand River were served also 
for awhile, 1874 through 1882, by the Benedictine Fathers of Creston. Finally 
in 1916, Bishop Austin Dowling of Des Moines appointed Father J. C. Maher 
first resident pastor and soon plans were completed to erect the new Si. 
Brendan’s Church edifice in Leon. 


A History of the Catholic Chureh of Decatur County should also include 
a recognition of the mission church, Saint Mary’s, Andover, Missouri, which 
once stood in Missouri about two miles south of the Iowa line and ten miles 
west of Pleasanton. It served some twenty pioneer families who began settling 
there about 1856 from Indiana and elsewhere. After the Civil War, 1866, 
many more came from an old Catholic settlement, St. Rose, the. Dominican 
parish near Springfield, Kentucky, and Lebanon, Kentucky, east of Bardstown. 


Some of those people who settled near St. Mary’s Church in Harrison 
County, Missouri, were: Martin Jenkins and Ellen Devine from Gosport, Owen 
County, Indiana, 1856. Ellen was a native of County Tyrone, Ireland; Mathias 
Schiefelbusch from Germany by way of St. Louis, Missouri, and Burlington, 
Iowa. Those from Kentucky, east of the Bardstown Cathedral were Benjamin 
Hamilton and Mary EK. Wheatly; John Flanagan and Anna Hamilton: James 
Hagan and Rebecca Montgomery; Frank O’Bryan who married Minnie Schief- 
elbusch; James Hagan who married Anna Schiefelbusch; Pius Higdon and 
Catherine Shercliff and his second wife after Catherine’s death was Mary 
Ellen Hill. Others who lived there were Michael Daily, John Conroy and 
many others. 


The area around St. Mary’s, Andover, Missouri, was visited by such pio- 
neer Missouri priests as Father Powers in 1556 and Father John J. Hogan, 
1860 to 1868, who made missionary trips up north from St. Louis. This same 
Father J. J. Hogan was appointed the first Bishop of St. Joseph, Missouri, 
1868 to 1880, and later the Bishop of Kansas City, Missouri, 1880 to 1913. 
St. Mary’s was also served by Father J. J. Kennedy of Trenton, Missouri, 
from July, 1870, to December, 1881. Father Kennedy supervised the building 
of St. Mary’s Church in 1872, that once stood on land donated by Mathias 
Schiefelbusch, After 1882 it was served hy the Benedictine Fathers of the 
Abbey at Conception, Missouri. 


Many descendants of those early Missourj Catholic families. now live in 
Iowa and are members of St. Brendan’s Parish, Leon. 


Looking back one hundred years we see many of the early settlers with 
strong Faith, As an example the first twelve: Catholic families who settled in 
Woodland Township prior to 1860 had not so much as seen a priest from 
1856 to September, 1860. However, they did not wait for a priest to come. 
They did not give way to indifferentism or discouragement or say: The priest 
at Ottumwa is German, we are Irish, therefore we don’t like the priest. No, 
they didn’t say that. Seven families packed up and put forth an effort to 
practice their faith. They made a journey by ox team and wagon, some 
walked, as a caravan to Ottumwa, a distance of about eighty miles where 
eleven infants born during the previous four years were baptized September 
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16, 1860, by Father John Adam Kreckel, pastor of St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 
Ottumwa, Iowa. That was the real date of the beginning of the Catholic 
Church in Decatur County. For them to make such a trip to Ottumwa by ox 
team, at least four days were required. There were no good roads or bridges 
in 1860, as we have them today, and an ox team walked very slowly. 


A man must stand for something or he will fall for everything. They 


knew where they stood and they took their stand. 


According to the baptismal register at St. Mary’s, Ottumwa, the eleven 
infants were: 


1. John Barrett of Richard Barrett and Julia Sullivan. 

2. Ellen Barrett of the same above parents. 

3. Johannah Owens and twin sister. 

4. Mary Ann Owens of Thomas Owens and Ellen Barrett. 

5. John Owens of same above parents. 

6. Richard (Ricard) Barrett of John Barrett and Ellen Sullivan, 

7. Mary Ann Barrett of same above parents. 

8. Edward Mullin of Dennis Mullin and Margaret Houlihan. 

9. Michael Griffin of Michael Griffin and Margaret Ioley. 
10. Robert William Grogan of William Grogan and Bridget Foley. 
11. Johannah B. Grogan of the same above parents. 


The sponsors from the settlement were Thomas Owens, Ellen Barrett, 
Bridget Daughton and Margaret Houlihan. Other sponsors, most likely from 
Ottumwa, were Peter Flood, Caudia Riegnolds, Claudina Riegnolds, Apalonia 
Hep, James Cullen, Thomas Neville and James Burke. 


Again, the next year a second trip was made to Ottumwa for the bap- 
tism by Father Kreckel of the first adult converts, October 20, 1861. Samuel 
Wallace and his sister, Klizabeth Wallace, who later married Patrick Flynn, 
were baptized at that time. The sponsors were Maurice Daughton and Ellen 
Daughton. 


Three weeks later, also at Ottumwa, on November 9, 1861, the above 
neophyte Samuel Wallace and Bridget Daughton were united in marriage in 
the presence of Father Kreckel. (Marriage book B, Ottumwa Court House) 


One can see here the work of a good Catholic girl whose intended 
spouse was received into the Church before marriage. There was also suffic- 
ient elapse of time for instruction in Christian Doctrine and three weeks for 
the publication of the banns betore the marriage. Samuel and Bridget were 
always good Catholics and good citizens of Ireland in Woodland Township 
and up north of Grand River and still later near Creston where they died, he 
in 1927, she in 1928. The present altar at St. Patrick’s Church, Grand River, 
was given in their memory in 1929, by tneitr children. The names of Samuel 
Wallace and Bridget Wallace are among the original founders of Dowling 
lligh School in Des Moines, lowa. 


Mather John A. Kkreeke! 


Kather Kreckel, an apostle to Southern Iowa, was born at Rennerod, 
Germany, in the Diocese of Limbure, July 5, 1826. lle was the son of John 
and Margaret (Groth) Kreckel, natives of Germany. lis maternal grandfather 
was of Irish birth and parentage, 
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Father Kreckel came to the United States in 1842, settling in Lancaster, 
Pa, He attended St. Mary’s College, Baltimore, and was ordained a Catholic 
priest November 17, 1853, and appointed pastor of Ottumwa. He proceeded 
by boat to Dubuque and from there by stage coach to Ottumwa airiving there 
February 11, 11854. At first he had charge of Cathoiics of Wapello, Polk, 
Marion, Warren, Appanoose, Jasper, Monroe, Wayne and Decatur Counties. 


In February, 1854, when he came to Ottumwa he had charge of Des 
Moines, where there were, according to his obituary, only eight Catholic fami- 
lies and Major Cavenaugh then was a bachelor. Father Kreckel aided in the 
organization of nearly all the Catholic Church societies of this section and 
also church buildings, superintending the erection of the first church building 
in the Irish settlement west of Des Moines. 


In 1860 to 1861, he built a new church, St. Mary’s, Ottumwa, Iowa. It 
was the third church ‘building erected on that location. The first was called 
St. Nicholas Church, built in 1849, by Father Jean Baptist Villars. The second 
was called St. Mary’s, built in 1851, by Father Alexander Hattenberger, who 
converted St. Nicholas into the priest’s house. 


Father Kreckel established the Catholic Schools at Ottumwa and brought 
the Sisters of Humility of Mary there in 1877 to teach and in 1878 they also 
started the Mrs. Tally Hospital, later called St. Joseph Hospital. 


“Rather Kreckel experienced many changes during a long and useful 
life and greatly improved his opportunities for doing good. As a pioneer evan- 
gelist he had much to encounter and he labored diligently to perform the task 
Which wag set before him. Much was expected of him and it is conceded by 
all that he performed his part well.” He died at 6:30 p. m., Sunday evening, 
June 18, 1899, as pastor of St. Mary’s Parish, Ottumwa. See obituary Ottum- 
wa Courier, June 19, 1899; also ‘‘History of St. Patrick’s Church, Ottumwa, 
Iowa,’ by Father H. J. Hogan. See St. Mary’s dedication, Mav 10, 19281, by 
Msgr. J..M. Walsh. 


2. A Mission of Georgetown 


In 1860, Father Timothy J. Clifford became missionary pastor at 
Georgetown (also called Stacyville in Monroe County), eight miles west of 
Albia. He most probably began visiting the families in the settlement: of Ire- 
land about 1862 or 1863. There are no records to be found at this writing 
when the-first Mass was offered or when ithe first church was Juilt at Ireland 
except in Father McMenomy’s obituary it states that “Father McMenomy, 
1865-1869, built a church at Leon.” There are no records of Father Clifford’s 
baptisms of Leon people at Georgetown until he recorded the haptism of John 
Wallace and his wife, Mary fh. Monsen Wallace, baptized April 27, 1864, 


However, his name is clearly established in the memory of the old 
timers around Leon as being one of the first priests to offer Mass in the log 
cabins of Ireland Settlement, Decatur County. 


sy acquisition of tithe to property, the church was began September 22, 
1868, during the time of Father Clifford, when five families deeded ten acres 
of land where (heir farms joined, lo the Right Rev. Clement Smyth, Bishop 
of Dubuque, and his successors in office to be used for a cemetery and church 
site in Section 10, Woodland Township, The first grave stone is for a seven- 
year-old boy, Bartholomew Mullin, son of Dennis and Margaret Mullin, who 
died October 9, 1862. On that stone is written: 
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Lonely boy, how brief thy stay, 
Short and hasty was thy day. 
Ending soon thy sojourn here, 
“Pain or grief no more to bear. 


According to records at Leon Court House in Book 107 and 167, the 
five donors were Maurice Daughton, Patrick Grogan, William Grogan, Dennis 
Mullin, Patrick Mullin and their wives who also signed the deed. 


Father Timothy J. Chfford 


Father T. J. Clifford was born in County Kerry, Ireland, about 1831. 


He drew the plans for the present church building at Georgetown, Iowa, 
and supervised the first period of puilding and quarrying the stone, 1860- 
1864. During this time Father Clifford served other Catholic settlements in 
southern Iowa. He also had charge of Saint Ambrose Church in Des Moines, 
Iowa, for five months, May to September, 1862, during the absence of Father 
J. F. Brazill. See Des Moines Daily State Register, May 8, 11862, and following 
editions for news items and invitations to hear svecial sermons about the 


Mass delivered Sunday evenings at St. Ambrose Church by Father Timothy 
J. Clifford. 


It is interesting to note that when Bishop Clement Smyth of Dubuque 
came to lay a corner stone at the Georgetown Church, May 19, 1864, there 
was deposited a bottle hermetically sealed containing the following: a silver 
five-cent pieca, a five-cent bill of fractional currency and a twenty-cent. bill 


of paper money, a copy of The Albia Union of July 8, 1863, and @& scroll in 
Latin saying: “‘During the feast of Pentecost, 1864, Pius Ninth, Pope happily 
ruling the Chureh; Abraham Lincoln President of the United States in North 
America; William M. Stone, Governor of the State of Iowa; The Most Rev- 
erend Clement Smyth, Bishop of Dubuque, places this first stene with solemn 
cermonies of prayer in the presence of a large gathering of people and 
horses.’’ See History of Monroe County, [owa, 1896, by Frank Hickenlooper, 
Albia, Iowa. 


Father Clifford was pastor of Georgetown January 13, 1865, for the 
marriage there of his only brother, Patrick J. Clifford, to Mary Ann Meagher 
on that date. See Obituary of Mary Ann Clifford, December 25, 1910, Ottum- 
wa Courier. 


In the spring of 1865, Father Clitford was in the Diocese of Alton 
(Springtield), Dlinois, 


“Whilst pastor at Carrollton from 1865-1866, the Cholera broke fiercely 
out in the community. During this ordeal good Father Clifford edified all by 
his courage and heroism attending the sick and burying the dead. Finally, 
he himself became a yietim of the dread disease, and was prepared for death, 
llowevor, he recovered for the time being but died a few months atterward, 
Ife was buried at Alton R. 1. VP.’ (See ZAurbonson,, A. Clerical dead roll of 
Hiocese oC. Alton, Wh- Quincy, lL, 1918, PRP. 84jcqate I linols State Titstorical 
Library, Springfield, (., Harry MK, Pratt.) Consult Chancery Office, Spring- 
field, Ili. ’ 


The Catholic Directory of 1868 says Mather Timothy Clifford died Feb- 
runry: 2. 1807, at Carratiton, Oy. 
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Father Bernard P. MeMenemy 


Father Bernard P. McMenomy fol- 
lowed Father Clifford as pastor at George- 
town (Stacyville) about September, 1865, 
to October, 1869. He visited the Ireland 
settlenrent about every three months. He 
left behind a complete record of his bap- 
tisms. By examining dates: and names in 
his baptismal register one can follow his 
journeys visiting families around Chariton, 
Newburn, [reland in Decatur County, Grand 
River, several in Union County near Cres- 
ton, Woodburn in Clarke County, then up 
to what is now Lacona and Bauer area. He 
was truly like an apostle of old. 


On his last missionary visitation in 
September, 1869, before becoming pastor 
of St. Francis, Council Bluffs, Towa, Father 
McMenomy baptized nine children of four 
families on different days near what is 
now called Maloy, lowa, Then it was called 
Shay’s settlement, also Delphi. These bap- 
tisms took place during the week of Sep- 
tember 15, 1869. Apparently he wag in 
that area for one week. Luke and Dennis 
Conwell of Grand River relate that their 
father, Kdward Conwell, of Grand River, 
accompalhied the first priest who visited 
Maloy, Ringgold County, and introduced him to the people. This would seem 
to be a fact because according to the baptismal register at Georgetown, Id- 
ward Conwell did act as sponsor for Hdward Luke Shay, baptized at Maloy 
during that week of September 15, 1869, 





While Father McMenomy was pastor at Georgetown, 1865 to 1869, a 
period of four and one-half years, he was assisted at times by Fathers Louis 
Cornelis, John V. Foley and Hugh P. MajJone, who also baptized children of 
Treland. 


During the pastorate of Father McMenomy there were recorded the fol- 
lowing twenty-two: 


Catherine Daughton Ann Eliz. Conwell 

Julia Wallace . John M. Mullin 
Jatherine Flynn Wlizabeth Hannah Dillon 
Dennis K. Griffin Michael Sam. Mullin 
Richard (Ricard) Barrett Francis H. McGovern 
Two Treinbley Children Hlizabeth Daughton 
Anna I, Mullin KHdward Owens 

Mary Dillon Mlizabeth A. Grogan 
Wimima Dillon Johanna Stack 

Richard Owens James Wallace 


sridget Grogan 
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OBITUARY 
Father Bernard P. MeMenomy 
Obituary December 31, 1892, Non-Pareil 


“Bernard P. McMenomy was born in County Donegal in Ireland in 
August, 1830. He was educated at St. Columb’s College, Londonderry, and 
came to America in 1849 where he was taken under Archbishop Kenrick in 
Kenrick Seminary in St. Louis. He was ordained there in 1854, and was put 
in charge of a parish in northern Missouri for four years. During that time 
he laid out the town of Maryville. From there he went to Edina (Knox 
County), Missouri where he spent seven and one-half years. From Edina he 
went to Georgetown (Monroe County), lowa, where he was up until 1869. 
During this time he ‘built churches at Melrose, Chariton, Woodburn, Leon 
and a large church at Georgetown. Besides that he was interested in the 
building of many other churches along the C. B. & Q. Railroad. 


In 1869 he came to Council Bluffs as the first priest to reside in the 
city and as pastor of St. Francis parish which then numbered about 200 souls. 
The number of members at the time of his death was around 2,000. He built 
the present St. Francis Xavier Church in 1878 to replace the log church 
which had been in use and served by the Diocese of Omaha before his arrival. 
He brought the B. V. M. Sisters to Couneil Bluffs to begin St. Francis Acad- 
emy for girls, and he also started St. Joseph’s parochial school for boys. 


He died on December 31, 1892. He was a priest of the Diocese of Dav- 
enport and the dean of this section of the diocese. He is called ‘‘Very Rey- 
erend.”’ 


According to the baptismal register at St. Francis of Council Bluffs, his 
first baptism there was in November, 1869. His last baptism was in October, 
1892. 


As first pastor to reside in Council Bluffs (before his time priests came 
from Omaha to say Mass at the log cabin church in Council Bluffs) Father 
MceMenomy was undoubtedly the first priest ‘‘to give regular service to Catho- 
lics of Glenwood, Pacific Junction, Plumer Settlement, in Mills County, and 
Neola and Honey Creek in Pottawattamie County, and Shelby in Shelby Coun- 
ty. He attended to the spiritual needs of the scattered Catholics in these 
territories for many years going through many hardships to do go. The Catho- 
lics of Neola are indebted to him, not only for the wonderful service which 
he rendered, but for their first church built under his supervision, He was a 
very capable, hard-working man, hence he was well fitted for the pastorate 
of such a large parish.’’ See memorial anniversary, Neola, Iowa, Parish. 















as 


od sabe 4 100% ‘pebey Yiad-eno bar : 
ea8i Titew qa enw off sipatw aL a or 
noal arta bao WT Samar seo'talt 7: 2 
on; i Dslestoidi aaw aa 
buorlish ) : 


et al shisay of tesitg Javit sil) es abhislst nice Oo} sergo eh OURE ‘at 
tyoe O0S tmodse boredism ned) pte déitsq-eionp Te 48 Te 1osead es, Daa Ytio 
OO.8 Hitnrete eznw siteoh sit Yo ois edi 3s ziodiment ta redarnin of T 

sds aot oft eonidet of BPA! of) WommdD +eiveXx sioneth -.12% taeneiG ant 
fevints aid avoted eis to egazoit! ai) th bevase Dow sen of cabd ben dati 





7 > { 
bt ‘ * , 27 LAR ‘ —— oe ov if , 
-bBo —7o2Mer) Ja Uined OF atu liste.) ma? Biadat Mm OV otf od dipdord 6h | 
of ul Inefos tnifoormy ti |. .1& baloéte dts se fa Altes tah Wate 
: : i ie | hF.4 i } f * oy fs 77 5s 
7 arpoxoltt ad 4 ! iva LD ALY Pe SUF} : ree ie: Iie) pei » a 
as . 
eS ‘at: A eu Ey | yd Dee be a if ih) 247 BEGET atts] } { Tien ou BL h THs 
te } 
ti 1*s 
4 4 ! ' ' tee Bhs be PF 
. i f 4 f : fj fern F 
iw 
+7 ry r 
; 
; 7 T } } 
hich (Aj : ij } LEO To 
r 

‘ ; , “i iit iW yt 
; ; ty f . tale: tp<o ; if 

: 

ye] yt , 
: 7 "1 ’ 
. ; , 
: ¥ 
(t ‘ tvs 
Hi 
: P i , 
~ 
: 





A HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 49 





pers Hi ieee 






& it ogi. ee 


‘St. Patek S a hureh Bia “1866-1902 


Artist’s drawing from eyewitness description. St. Patrick’s Church at 
Ireland, front part built during time of father McMenomy. The back part, 
which made the church T-shaped, wags wdded during the 1880’s. It was 
brought down in October, 1902, to make way for a new one called St. Mary’s 
Church. 


The next priest at Georgetown in Monroe County was Father Bernard A, 
Cannon who had been at St. Ambrose in Des Moines with Father Brazill at 
various times from. March 8, 1864, to January 2, 1870. 


Father Cannon came to the Leon area from Georgetown regularly, 1870 
to 1873. His baptisms at Ireland according to register al Georgetown were: 


Catherine Grogan of Thomas Ann Dillon 
C. W. Trembly Jonas Albert Mullin of Patrick 
Catherine Mullin of Dennis Mary Ann Mullin 


In the Edward Conwell Bible, now owned by Mrs. James McGreevy of 
Grand River, there is written: “B. A. Cannon R, C. Priest married Hdward 
Conwell and Julia Daughton at the Woodland Church 19 January 1870.” 


Mather (Reels: A, Cannon 


Rather Cannon was born in lTreland in 1832 and came to America as a 
small boy with his parents and settled in Phildelphia where he received his 
early education, Later he attended St, frances Seminary, Milwaukee, \Wis- 
consin, and was ordained a priest by Bishop Clement Smyth at Dubuque in 
rsGs (1862). For twenty years, 1862-1882, he worked with zeal and plety in 
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missionary settlements in the state of Iowa when Iowa wag not the state it 
is today. 


In 1882 he was appointed first resident chaplain and member of the 
faculty of St. Francis Convent, Orphanage and Novitiate, Dubuque, Iowa. He 
died December 23, 1893, and was buried froin the chapel of St. Francis Con- 
vent, Dubuque, Iowa, in the cemetery adjoining the orphanage. See The 
Herald, Dubuque, Iowa, December 24, 1898, Page 5. 
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Patrick Henry O’Grady of Grand River was baptized August 27, 1870, 
by Rev. Hugh Malone, according to the register at Georgetown. 


_ These missionary journeys by sacrificing priests during the 1860’s and 
early 1870’s were made entirely by horse and pack or sometimes by foot. 
There were no graded roads or good bridges over swampy pleces as We have 
them today. One cannot imagine the difficulty of keeping clean iinen and a 
suit of clothes while away from home two or three weeks in dust, heat, rain 
and cold. One consoling fact for them was they didn’t know anything else. 


The year 1872 was one of great progress that brought torth a wonder- 
ful improvement. The first train of the Chariton branch of the Burlington 
and Missouri Railroad ran to Garden Grove January 10, 1872. It was soon 
extended and the first train entered Leon August 18, 1872, where the track 
ended for seven years. 


In 1879, it was extended to Lamoni, Iowa. In 1880-1881 it began run- 
ning into Missouri and to Mount Ayr. When the trains began coming to Leon 
in 1872, the men of Ireland took turns going ten miles in a wagon 10 get the 
the Georgetown or Bauer vriest when he arrived on the train from Chariton, 
hence they were able to have Mass aboul once a month according to an at- 
tempted schedule. On these occasions the priest would be a guest of one of 
the Catholic families for two or three days. 


The Georgetown priest would catch the train a couple of miles south of 
Georgetown at a crossroad called Tyrone. 


The year 1873 saw another step forward and westward. The Bishop at 
Dubuque, the Most Reverend John Hennessy, appointed Father John S. Bau- 
mann first resident pastor at the County Church parish ot St. Joseph’s, 
Bauer, Iowa, fifteen miles north of Chariton, with the Leon area as one of 
his missions. Father Baumann also visited and baptized two infants at Maloy 
April 1,.1873: 


During his two and one-half years as pastor of Bauer, March, 1873, to 
December, 1875, he baptized twenty-one chiidren of the Leon area according 
to the register at Bauer. They were: 


Mary Caroline Sullivan Joseph Martin 

Mary Theresa Flynn Klizabeth Owens 
Three Brennan Children Anna Catherine Peters 
Michael Sullivan Helen (Jcilla) Grogan 
Klizabeth Wallace James Fiynn 

-Robert Dennis Grogan Helen Catherine Mullin 
Patrick Mullin Patrick Sullivan 

John Peters John F. Ogden 

James Trembly Albert Ixritz 


Francis Kritz 


Father John S. Baumann 


Father John Baumann was born at Columbus, Ohio, February 15, 1846, 
attending St. Francis Seminary for eight years in Wisconsin where he was 
ordained a priest December 20, 1871, at Milwaukee by Most Rev. John Mar- 
tin Henni for the Diocese of Dubuque. During 1872 he was assistant at 
Waterloo and later at Council Bluffs, becoming pastor at Bauer in) March, 
1873. He beeame pastor of Worthington, Iowa, in November, 1875. He was 
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transferred to Loras (St. Joseph’s) College in 1880 and later became pastor 
of Sacred Heart Church, Dubuque, where he built the present large and beau- 
tiful church of the Sacred Heart. in 1887. 


He retired from parish work in 1905 to becomne chaplain of St. Francis 
Convent, the Mother house of Sisters of St. Francis of the Holy Family, Du- 
buque, Iowa, where he died August 7, 1929, age §&3 years, six tnonths. He 
was a Dioceaon Consultor. : 


Father S. F. Wieland 


The next priest at Bauer, Iowa, to do missionary work southeast of 
Leon, December, 1875, to August, 1878, was Father Sebastian Fabian Wie- 
land. However, he remained at Bauer until tebruary, 1884. 


Some of the Leon baptisms of this good priest are: 


Mary M. Peters Mary Gertrude Mahoney 
Rebecca M. Trembly Krank Joseph Peters 
Catherine Helen Grogan Lewis Henry Logue 
William Daughton Dennis Edward Mullin 
Catherine Ogden Anna Saphia Kritz 


Kather Wieldand, son of George A. Wieland and Bridget Strabala, born 
October 1, '1842, at Dungannon, Ohio, was ordained a priest for Diocese of 
Dubuque, February 2, 1869. Father Wieitand was stationed at Lyons, Iowa, 
wuiy tf, tor. be wis at Bauer, Towa, J8i5,toaukes4. Juater hesaxas at. St. 
James Church, St. -Paul, Iowa. In 1903 he was at Riverside, Iowa. The 1909 
directory says Father S. F. Wieland was at Exira, Iowa. From Exira he 
went to Lacona where his health failed about 19138. The i914 directory 
states: “S. F. Wieland (D. M.) absent on sick leave.’’ At this time he was 


72 years old. 


Upon retiring he went to Emporia, Kansas, to live with a brother in the 
old Wieland home at 28 Union Street, where he died, age 8&1, March 27, 
1924, and is buried in Sacred Heart Cemetery, Imporia, Kansas. The offic- 
iating priest was Father Celestine Matz O. If. M. The Wieland home there is 
now the convent for the teaching sisters. 


While pastor of Bauer, Iowa, Father Wieland gave instructions to and 
baptized May 28, 1882, the adult convert, Luella May Hook Harkin, of Rose- 
mount Mission, the grandmother of Reverend Wdward J. Harkin, 


Mather Bernard J. Henry 


It seems that in the Autumn of 1878, Father B. J, Henry attempted 
to establish a residence at Chariton but the time had not yet come for such 
a step of progress. After he was transferred Kather HMdmund tayes) of 
Georgetown took care of Chariton and Leon, 


The 1879 Catholic Directory says that Reverend Bernard Ilenry was 
listed as’ being’ at Chariton, Lucas County, Iowa. The Leon Court House mar- 
riaze bobdk records that Daniel Tlurley was inarried to Mlizabeth A. McClure 
al the Catholic Church, trishtown, Mav 18, 1879, in the presence of Reverend 
13. aed Pony, 4 
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+. Back To Georgetown 
€ Every period of history has its own exciting events played to its own 


musical tempo. Verily, great and exciting things were happening in and 
around Leon in 1880. It was the beginning of the golden age which has 
quietly passed away. Progress and excitement was everywhere, Read the old 
files of the Leon weekly newspapers printed during that time and you'll get 
the feeling. 


Population of Decatur County had increased to 12,018 by 1870 and to 
15,536 in 1880. New farm machinery was being invented and improved. Cyrus 
H. McCormick was talked of as a hero. Leon could brag even before 1880 of 
having the Hildreth Opera House for ren uae debates, plays, musicals, re- 
citals and other cultural events. 


The best luxurious hotels and restaurants were at Leon. Every night a 
fast train left for Chariton with connections to Chicago for also the shipping 
of cattle and hogs to market. The ox team was too slow. Horses were becom- 
ing more numerous even among common people. 


Schools had been established in ali rural districts by 1&80. To attend 
Leon High School was like going to coliege. Leon High School started in 
1871. The Episcopal Chureh of Iowa could boast of St. John’s Academy at 
Garden Grove for gentlemen and ladies, It had a four-year course preparatory 
for college and university. Forty-four attended during the school year, 1882 
to 1883. 


Log cabins were no longer fit to live in. Frame houses were being built 
even down in Ireland as The Leon Journal reported: ‘July 1883, Michael 
Griffin of Woodland Township is building a fine residence; September 27, 
1883, Maurice Daughton of Woodland Towuship is building a new house.” 
Also a new railroad, The Des Moines, Osceola Railroad had arrived at Decatur 
City and for a time seemed puzzled which wey to turn, right or left. Finally 
September 25, 1883, the first train of that road came into Leon. Then Leon 
had two railroads au soon sixteen daily trains were passing through town. 


In 1879-1880, hundreds of itinerant railroad workers and some mules 
and horses were working south of Leon building the railroad tracks and 
bridges on to St. Joseph, Missouri. Vhe Leon Journal reported another fight 
at Davis City on a Saturday night. ““Mc._........... , a huge Irishman, got drunk 
and picked a fight with a negro on Saturday night. It took seven men and 
the Marshal to hold him down till they could get him in the jail; Monday 
morning ‘‘Mc” was bailed out and ready for work on the railroad.’’ 


Then there was Ann Hlizabeth Young, the fifteenth wite of Brigham 
Young, who had escaped from Salt Lake City and was touling the country 
giving lectures ‘that might arouse the people of the United States to the re- 
lief of her suffering sisters yet enslaved by polygomy in Utah.’ She presented 
her plain simple story to nearly three hundred people at the Hildreth Opera 
llouse, Leon, lowa, Friday, April 28, 1880. See Leon Journal, April 29, 1880, 


Oh, yes, and Father Wdmund Jlayes of the true Church Wit scheduled to 

vive a lecture at the Opera House in Leon. !{ seems that the “Irish Question” 

her just and noble cause against lmngdand, loomed high on the horizon. “ 

is a fixed fact that there will be an enterlainment ror the benefit of the poor 

of dreland at the PHildreth Opera tTlouse April 28th, ev. lather Tlayves will 

lecture on “Phe Manifest Destiny of tretand and the Political Meonomy of the 
Nation.’ See Leon Journal April &, Paso. 
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“Mather Hayes was in Leon Saturday and Monday and we suppose held 
services in Woodland on Sunday, St. Patrick’s Day will be observed in Chari- 
ton.’”’ Leon Journal February 3, 1881. 


“The exercises at Chariton St. Patrick's night were interesting and at- 
tended by a big crowd. The horse was drawn by Miss Bridget Sullivan, 
$900.00 worth of tickets having heen sold. I. M. Thorpe was \oted the mosi 
popular lawyer, Eli Manning the most popular merchant and Maggie Ragan 
the most popular lady. The total receipts of the evening were $1,350.00, 
which will be sent to Ireland.’’ Leon Journal, Mareh 24, 1881. 


The Diocese of Dubuque, lowa, was divided into two equal parts May 8, 
1881. Davenport Diocese included the south one-half of Towa with Bishop 
John McMullen its first Bishop. He died in 18838, and was followed by the 
Right Reverend Henry Cosgrove, September 14, 1884, who died December 
22, 1906. After him Most Reverend James Davis was Bishop from November 
30, 1904, to establishment of Des Moines Diocese in 1911. 


Father Hdimiund tlayes 


Father Hayes was transferred from Georgetown about 1884, to Malvern, 
Iowa, and Randolph Mission. Later he established residence (1888) at Imo- 
gene, Iowa, and was pastor there for thirty-eight years. He died in St. Jos- 
eph’s Hospital, Omaha, February 8, 1928, having retired in April, 1926. He 
was born in Ireland in 1852; was educated at St. Mary’s College, San Fran- 
cisco, California, and the Grand Seminary, Montreal, Canada. He taught at 
Loras (St. Joseph’s) College at Dubuque, before becoming pastor at George- 
town and was reported to be one of the State’s wealthiest men. [Tle estab- 


Yan ’ 
£ tgs 


A 3 babar 


osm all 
P°Sees EE te 


Ey 
BGs y 


oy ND of 

cht hit wad at He Sa 
x E hin slags Be ba 
j Pihieor a tie 


von 


Marble Altars of Cathohe Chiureh, Imogene, Lowa 
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lished the Catholic Community of Imogene and built there one of the most 
solid and beautiful Churches jin the state of Iowa with stained glass windows 
and marble altarg and statues imported from Italy. The first altars were sunk 
while aboard ship in the ocean at the beginuing of World War I. The second 
shipment of altars came over after the war. 


Father Hayes made several world wide tours through WNurope, Holy 
Land and the Orient. He was a thinker, an orator of great ability, one of the 
wittiest and quickest in repartee. 


He is buried at the Catholic Cemetery, Imogene, lowa, with his sister, 
Ellen, and brother, William, of; 2ly, Nevada. See Obituary, Shenandoah, The 
Evening Sentinel, February 9, 1928. 


5. Father John Charles White 
Father Patrick J. Feeley 
Father William Mf. Willaims 


Kather B. J. Sheridan 


Late in 1882, Chariton had grown up and was worthy of a resident 
priest, receiving the Rey. J. C. White, who had been ordained in October of 
that vear. 


Father White visited Leon several times in 1882, However, Father Fee- 
ley began living at Mount Ayr about this time and took care of Leon. He 
could ride the newly constructed Leon, Mount Ayr and Southern Railroad 
between Mount Ayr via Kellerton and Davis City up to Leon. It also ran to 
rrant City, Missouri, from Mount Ayr via Delphos. He also took care of 
irand River which had heretofore been served by the Benedictine Fathers of 
Creston, Iowa, 1874 to 1882. 


Father Feeley built the Catholic Church that once was at Kellerton: 
“The Catholic Church was built in 1883. It is situated in the southwest cor- 
ner of the village and cost $600.00. Services are held monthly by Father 
Williams, of Mount Ayr. Preceding him was Father Feeley who built the 
Church, About fifteen Catholic families worship here.” See page 456, Bio- 
graphical and Historical Record, Ringgold and Decatur Counties, Iowa, The 
Lewis Publishing Company, 113 Adams Street, Chicago, Illinois; 1887. Town 
ot Kellerton, 


Another important quotation about Kather Keeley, which concerns 
Bishop Cosgrove’s visit to Decatur County, perhaps the tirst Mpiscopal Visita- 
tion to Jreland, is here quoted from The Leon Journal, Thursday, June 11, 
SS 


“At St. Patrick’s Church, Woodland Township, last Thursday at regular 
sacrament there were forty-nine persons confirmed, Bishop Cosgrove of Dave 
enport and Rather Lyons of Creston and lather Keeley of Mount) Ayr con- 
ducted the services, There was a very lareo congregation. iu attendanee.” 


Margaret and Nan Barrett were aniongy those confirmed June ft, E885, 
at the Preland Chureh, 







(titow enw bee quonwere be: aosinmnO .22¢f oft oFh.] 







eae 


reat 











A ocesined 


— > 


OP eobyal vadol qadie. @ -- c 


. ~ | a> 4 . ey “a A Aa t 
£919 why seo ee | pond I 


ATS CALT MMee ) tee eo as Pn eA 
*Pittsitil / ei? it Bish) ff r*yii i ; 


’ 


iy 


r 


bemisoro me DAM odw shit .O ll rest ail) yntvisse. desig: 


“1697 Fett 


faveoll SBe! al eoatt istoeves nraeld betteiv efit yitae 
7) eet Arty oa city Jifod ayA Jp te. Srepyat afivont sco] 
me ba “yr hissrokh 1 Redo warnmn Yiwoe aus short Hhusa 


, bi ane ay ¢ + ; + : 
: yeti on Moy {fo7l sly wie Jom (Faew toa 
; 9 WA JauoM hoi) Vitearalh 2) ders) 
, ere ei : ‘ ‘at hey 
{¥] firy . 
ij Minions wel hind weed jouoin al 
St : } : 1} f j di tT, A ao a i’ thi | <3 5 ‘Mika 
‘ ‘ ; 7 o ’ : 
i oka “ ry /\ nuew Te eet ys 
/ , oil Fok: A rita - Aviage 
i 
‘ ‘ i] ‘ 
; ’ : ; 
; 
' 
- ’ sf 
} pref ; 
' { 
% ‘ i 


bb A HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 





Margaret Barrett Mullin and Naney (Nan) Barrett 


During the early part of 1887, it seems that a Father B. J. Sheridan of 
Chariton had charge of Leon and Grand River because there are four bap- 
tismal records at Chariton, January-March, of Decatur County. 


Mather Patriek J. eoley 


Mather Keeley was born in County Caven, [reland, in 1844, and came 
to America as a boy, He'attended St. Louis Seminary and was a classmate of 
Msgr. Flavin, being ordained at Des Moines, July 20, 1870, in the old St. 
Ambrose Church, Sixth and Locust, by the Bishop of Omaha, Rt. Reverend 
James O'Gorman, O. ©. 5S. O., because Bishop Hennessy of Dubuque was at- 
londing: the Couned) of the Vattean at Mone. 
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On that happy occasion, the first of its kind in Des Moines, a total of 
seven young men, July 17 to July 210, 1870, were ordained to the priesthood. 
Some of them also received minor orders during those four days. 


The seven ordained were Patrick Clabby, James McDermott, Francis 
Hartin, William Dunn, Michael Flavin, Patrick Feeley and a Rey. McNulty. 
See Daily Iowa State Register, July 19, 1870, Page 4. 


Father Feeley spent his life in various iowa parishes meeting the diffi- 
culties of pioneer days with a splendid physique and generous heart. He was 
well beloved by all of his people. 


He died, age 75, March 27, 1919, at Mercy Hospital, Des Moines, Iowa, 
from injuries when hit by an auto the previous October at West Seventeenth 
and Grand Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa. He is buried in the priests plot, St. 
Ambrose cemetery. See Western World, October 24,°'1918, Page 5: April 3, 
Pers. 


6. Mission of Maloy, Towa 


In April, 1887, the people around Maloy (Shay’s Settlement) received 
Father Timothy J. Mullen, first resident pastor there, appointed pastor by 
Bishop Henry Cosgrove of Davenport. Father Mullen had been assistant to 
Father Brazill at St. Ambrose, Des Moines, tor several years. His first baptisin 
at Maloy was in April 1887, Teresa O’Hern. 


The first Church building was at the present Malcy Catholic Cemetery, 
one mile east and a quarter mile north of Maloy. [t was built in 1874 by 
Father Placidus McKeever, O. S. B., stationed at Creston. This old Country 
Church was moved in 1888, by father Mullen into Maloy where he resided. 
Later a new church was erected in Maloy by Father J. J. Condon, in 1903, 
and the old ohne was enlarged and converted into a parish hall. Both buildings 
and rectory burned to the ground in 19381, after which a new church and 
rectory were erected in 1931-1932, under supervision of Father Maurice Cul- 
hane, the present pastor of Maloy, 


The village of Maloy was fiirst called Delphi. However, since there was 
also a Delphos, six miles east, much confusion resulted at the post office. 
Hence a new name was requested. While discussing the situation an old sett- 
ler by the name of Maloy was suggested. They all agreed to uSe his name and 
so Delphi became Maloy, Iowa. This took place before 1880. (Related to me 
by Father M. Culhane.) 


Father Mullen, the first resident pastor at Maloy, also served the mis- 
sions of Grand River, Mount Ayr, Kellerton and Treland, southeast of Leon. 


Some of his baptisms of Leon and Grand River people in the register at 
Maloy -are: 


Margaret EK. O’Grady . Daniel Hurley 

Agnes EH. Conwell Mary Hurley 

James Barry Wlizabeth Ann McClure Hurley 
Ilenry Wdward Rackus Mary [Barrett 

Julia Currin Mida Bradley 

Mary Ann Kelley olella Mary Treanor 

Joseph Hurley Sarah Comerford 


John TWurley Mlizabeth Hurley 
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Mary Olivia Mullin 

_ Michael Edward McGraw 
Alice Grogan 
Joseph F, Daughton 
Charles S. Kelley 
Agnes Barry 
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Margaret Grogan 

John. Patrick Mullin 
Joseph William Grogan 
Marie Myrtle McGraw 
Dennis Owens 

Cecilia Mahoney 


John Edward Barrett 


In October, 1888, Bishop Henry Cosgrove of Davenport administered 
Confirmation at the Catholic Chureh in Kelierton to seventy-eight people of 
Maloy, Grand River and Kellerton. The ones around Grand River were: 


Patrick Henry O’Grady 
Susan Ann Quilty 
Catherine Ward 


Patrick Henry Ward 
Thomas Arthur Quilty 
Michael O’Grady 


Samuel Dunsmore Wallace Catherine Flelen Grogan 
Stephen Dominic Conwell Margaret EK. Conwell . 
James Wallace Mary Ann O’Grady 
James Maurice Wallace Klizabeth Wallace 


Maurice lWdward Conwell Julia May Conwell 


Father T. J. Mullen was transferred in August, 1891, to Missouri Valley 
and later to Adair, Iowa. He died May 7, 1923, age 72, at Mercy Hospital. 
He was born in County Roscommon, Ireland, in 1851, and came to Plainville, 
Connecticut, when eight years old and was educated for the ,;:riesthood in 
Montreal, Canada, He is buried in the priest plot in St. Ambrose Cemetery. 
See Obituary, Adair County Newspaper, March 16, 1923, Page 1. 


Father Terence J. A. Molloy 


Father Molloy, August, 1891, to January, 1892, was born June 15, 
1857, in Kings County (County Offaly), Ireland, son of Arthur and Mary E. 
Molloy. He gave his life performing a wo1k of charity at the Ireland Ceme- 
tery. 


In January, 1892, he had a funeral at the Ireland Church, which was 
ealled St. Patrick’s Church. After Mass the people gathered in the cemetery 
for the burial. The weather had suddenly changed. It wus raining and hbecom- 
ing cold, Attending the funeral was a lady with a small baby unprepared for 
such sudden change of cold wet weather. 


Kather Molloy gave his rain coat to the young mother to keep the infant 
dry, When the priest returned home to Maloy that night he was chilled to the 
bone and died three days later with pneumonia, January 16, 1892, . He is 
buried at the Maloy Catholie Cemetery, southwest of Mount Ayr. 


Mather Henry Vo. Malone 


Rather Malone, stationed at Maloy, took care of Grand River and Leon 
missions from March, 1892, to May, 1894, Tle was born near Winterset, Towa, 
in 1862, and served filly-three years tno the Priesthood of the Catholic 
Chureh. Mather Malone died while vetived at) Dowling tligh in Des Moines, 
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Monsignor James William Bulger 


Father Bulger was born at Riverside, Iowa, ordained a priest in St. 
Louis Cathedral, St. Louis, Missouri, May 19, 1894. In July, 1894 he was 
sent to Maloy, Iowa. Later, February 16, 1896, he was made pastor at Shen- 
andoah, Ottumwa and Saint Anthony’s Church in Davenport, Iowa, where he 
was made a Monsignor in 19389 and died December 12 1944, age 85. 

While Father Bulger was pastor of the Grand River mission one of the 
old school buildings of Grand River wag purchased in October, 1895, and 
moved, two blocks east to be converted inio the first Catholic Church building 
of Grand River, It was not completed and dedicated until June 14, 1896, by 
Father John A. Cook who took Father Bulger’s place in February, 1896, This 
building was later sold and converted inio a dwelling that still stands in 
Grand River. 


Mather John A, Cook, 1896-1598 


Father Cook, like several priests before him, made use of the newspaper 
to announce his services. 














4» 


MPa 





ol 


60 A HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 


“Father Cook, formerly stationed at Shenandoah, has made an exchange 
of district with Father Bulger, formerly stationed at Maloy. Father Cook will 
preach regularly at the Catholic Church in Woodland Township on the fourth 
Sunday of each month and at Grand River on the second Sunday and will 
hold services in Leon each Tuesday after the fourth Sunday. 


“Arrangements are now being made for Father Cook to deliver in Leon 
-at the Opera House a series of lectures on the following subjects: ““Why am 
I‘a Catholic?’’; “The lost confession”; ‘is. there a Church of Christ?”; “If 
there is a Church of Christ, which is it?’’. See Leon Reporter February 27, 
1896. 


“Father Cook delivered his lecture entitled ‘‘Why am I a Catholic’ to 
a large audience at the Court House Tuesday evening, June 9. lt was well 
received. Another lecture by the same speaker will be given in the near fu- 
ture.’’ See Journal June 11, 18956, Page 7. 


Father Cook was rugged! The following item: 


“Father John A. Cook of Maloy was jn town the first ot the week hold- 
ing services Monday at the residence of Peier Bradley. The Reverend Father 
is stiil crippled from the effects of a stroke of lightning received the 23rd of 
July. He moves with difficulty and is compelled to walk with a cane. Father 
Cook’s escape from, death seem miraculous. The bolt of lightning which struck 
him first made two holes in the rim of a straw hat he wore, burned his neck 
and breast badly and after melting the watch chain and a watch charm, 
passed through his watch case, making a small hole. The fiery bolt passed 
down his left limb and passed through his left foot. In its passage boring a 
hole in the foot large enough in which to piace a finger and then passed 
through the shoe presumably into the earth. Father Cook was rendered un- 
conscious for a period of several hourg and only his streng constitution saved 
him.” End of newspaper item word for word, Leon Journal, November 26, 
1896, Page 7. 


Father Cook closed the books at Maloy in July, 1898, and was succeeded 
by Father Thomas F. Loftus, However Father Cook came back to Leon Feb- 
ruary 11, 1899, to conduct the funeral of Maggie Atkins. 


Father Cook died December 38, 19382, in Council Bluffs. Iowa, age 78 
years. He was pastor also during his life at Westphalia, Shenandoah, St. 
Mary’s, Iowa, Hamberg, St. Mary’s Hospital, Keokuk, and Bayard, Iowa, be- 
fore retiring. He was ordained a priest in 1884, at St. Mary’s Seminary, Bal- 
timore, Md. 


Father Thomas I. Loftus 


Father T. F. Loftus was pastor at Maloy with missions at Teon and 
Grand River, August, 1898, to July, 1899, 


A. Population of Decatur County: 
L875 —~ 13,249 
ISSO —— 15,536 
1900 . 8,0 
1905 <€'£ 629.69 
1950 - H2,040 1 
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B. Population of Woodland Township: 


19010 — 886 
1905 — 746 
1950 —+)/371 


Population decreased 515 in past fifty years. 
C. There were 596 horses in Woodiand Townshiv in 1402. 


D. Leon Journal, December 11, 1902: ‘‘Jimmie Grogan got stuck in 
the corn field and had to unload his corn and take the wagon to pieces to 
get out of the mud.” 


Chapter V 


NEW CHURCH, SAINT MARY’S 


Father J. J. Condon became pastor of Maloy and missions about Augest 
of 1899. He served Leon until about May or June, 1903. Later. Father Rich- 
ard J. Aid from Chariton seved Leon mission, 1904 to 1906. Father Condon 
continued to take care of Grand River until 1907. He died a priest of Diocese 
of Des Moines November 29, 1946, as Chaplain at St. Joseph’s Sanitorium, 
Del Norte, Colorado, 


The Leon Journal in a Bracewell news of Thursday, October 238, 1902, 
has the following which was the beginning’ of the most interesting episode 
of the history of the Catholic Church in Woodland Township. It was the fight 
to build the new church at Ireland: “‘A new Catholic Church will be built at 
the site of the old one.’ See Leon Journal, October 23, 1902. 


This old Church was called “St. Patrick’s” in the newspaper account of 
Confirmation administered by Bishop Cosgrove in June, 1885. It was also 
called St. Patrick’s Church in the marriage records at the Leon Court House, 
1876 and later. (The Leon Court House and all records burned in March, 
1874.) 


In Father McMenomy’s obituary it was stated that he built a church at 
Leon, which would be the one at Ireland, sometime between 1865 and Sep- 
tember, 1869. Lewis Bright told me that he was born October 7, 1862, and 
Ne started at Ireland school, Gne nile and a half south of the Catholic 
Church the first year that Ireland School was opened which was in Septem- 
ber, 1870. He said: ‘The Catholic Church was already built: and,” ag he re- 
membered it at that time, “It seemed to be old in 1570. It was made of 
rough ‘boards up and down and crack stripped, It Wags just one small room,” 


Kathryn Daughton Owens told me when she wag confirmed in June, 
1885, she remembered jit as one room, but when she married in T8889, the 
addition to the one room had been built onto it to Porm a SP? shape building, 
Minally in October, 1902, il was torn down lo make way for the new one ---— 
St. Mary’s. 


’ 


“The new Catholic Church is going up rapidly.’’ See Leon Journal, De- 


eember, 18, 19:02. 
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When it was proposed to build a new church in 1902, several persons 
of authority and wisdom suggested the proper place to build was at Leon be- 
cause many Catholics were migrating to other parts of the county and Leon, 
being the county seat, would be more conveniently located. The old Catholic 
pioneers were fast leaving this world and their land in many cases would 
soon be sold and farms would soon become larger — 200 acres in place of 
40 and 80. Ireland as a Catholic settlement was breaking up. Their children 
were moving to other places where there were better opportunities. Woodland 
could not hold them. 


The authorities could see the many changes that were to come during 
the next fifty years. Those fifty years have passed and those changes have 
come about, Catholics now live in all parts of the county and many new fam- 
ilies have moved into the county. Leon is centrally located with improved 
roads leading to it. It is interesting to note that the total (Catholic and non- 
Catholic) population of Woodland Township in 1900 was 886, but in the 
census of 1950, it had fallen to 371. 


The cold facts of truth are hard. Time makes a nostalgic story and we 
should be kind to those who once lived and tried hard to preserve Ireland. 
They were of another age that has quietly passed away. There were those 
good praise-worthy people in 1902, faithful to the Church who loved the sac- 
red ground of Ireland and who proceeded to build a new church “at the site 
of the old one.” 


It was nearly built by December, 1902, but it stood at a standstill for 
over two years before completion. During those two years, Mass was offered 
in the homes. 


“Quite a number of Catholics attended Mass at T. J. Griffin’s last Wed- 
nesday.’”’? See Leon Journal, June 2, 1904. 


“Henry Turpen of Davis City finished plastering the Catholic Church 
Saturday morning.’’ Leon Journal, October 27, 1904. 


“Quite a number of Catholics attended Mass at John Barrv’s Friday.” 
See Leon Journal, January 12, 1905. 


“Mhe Catholic Church. is finished and will be dedicated this month.” 
See Leon Journal, June 8, 1905. 


New Chureh Dedicated 
JULY 30, 1905 


“The official dedication of the new Catholic Church at Woodland was 
held last Sunday with appropriate services. The dedication being in charge of 
the Rev. Father Richard Aid of Chariton. who brought his choir of young 
ladies from that city to furnish the music for the occasion, The church, which 
is one of the neatest little edifices in the state, was nicely decorated with 
flowers for the occasion. Services began at 9 o’ clock followed by High Mass 
and an excellent sermon by IKather Aid. Before delivering the sermon he took 
pleasure in thanking Messers, A. M. Bryson and S. J. Grogan for their faith- 
ful work in raising the funds to bring the church to completion. There was a 
vast congregation present, over 500 being there to witness the dedication, The 
new church is 30 by 40 feet and is an up-to-date structure, The interior being 
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beautifully finished in stained oak. I'he Catholics may well feel proud of their 
contributions which enabled them to build and furnish the new church,” See 
Reporter, August 3, 1905. | 


During the pastorate of Father E. F. Gaule (1907-1909) the Diocese of 
Davenport published the ‘‘Twenty-Eighth Annual Report of Collection for 
Support of Ecclesiastical Students of Diocese of Davenport --- 1908-1909.” 
The solicitors for Catholic Church at Ireland were C. Bryson, Margaret Gro- 
gan and Agnes Barry. They turned in $350.00 collected from 26 persons of 
St. Mary’s Church of Woodland Townshiv who are named on page 20 of that 
report, 


Father James P. McGillin of Chari- 
ton took care of Ireland mission from 
June, 1909, to November, 19/15. He 
nublished an interesting Easter offer- 
ins reportisohed prilisey LIL, ioSt: 
Mary’s Catholic Church, Leon, Iowa, 
The total offering was $13.45. 


Mr. and. Mree Johnavarry ..... 1.45 
Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Barrett .-.. 1.25 
Wennts “Dauzhten : Me .aeem.......1.00 
Rin CaP pitino... Riedie. ek. . Ieee as 1.00 





Ps oe. Ver eadle ving hie ee. 1.00) 

Dette er 11 £10. 8s. le ae . eee 1.00 

MrscoMbary “WMacy:. fusions. .Js-cees 1.00 

; Ke Miro..J; laesey tk Meare .65 
Father James P. MeGillin Alica: Wynn cao. Re ke 50 
and 8. J. Grogan Nellie Mullins ...........----...-.---- 50 

~ irsiis Cree tiniest 2) ie tee «50 

Nie. UGCORGM aU an Pe od 0) Magrieh Athing: olde yA) 
REY 8 EOP SALE ste ns se ae satan a 50 Nan DATrett 2.0 Oe Na 20 
Mrs. Frank Wicknian:.-£ aan) Nips. OP. FW hyaay: ld ais gee 0s ck 20 
BiPevomis FO VOSE oti. .c ae Ae tee .50 LV Ase ON Tie TOBAMN: ois. cunt. boeeens as 
Marearet Grogan eon hires Himima Grogan, .....2.. neo 


I sincerely thank you all, 
Father McGillin, Pastor. 


On August 12, 19/11, Saint Pius X, Pope, Vicar of Jesus Christ and 
258th successor of Saint Peter, established the Diocese of Des Moines, con- 
sisting of the west one-half of the Davenport Diocese, or the southwest one- 
fourth of Towa. 


The Rev. James P. MeGuillin 


Father McGillin became pastor at Shenandoah in November, 1915, and 
died there January 22, 1921. He was buried at Holbrook, lowa, being born 
near there in 1868, and studied at St. Ambrose College, Mt. St. Mary’s, lem- 
metsburg, Maryland, and finished his course at Kenrick Seminary, St. Louis, 
in June, 1901, Ile wis ordained by Bishop Cosgrove. Ile later served as pastor 
of Marsu, Long Grove, Red Oak, Chariton and Shenandoah. 


“Mather McGillin was a devoted tireless and self-sacrificing priest and 
a real spiritual father to all entrusted to his care. Ile was revered by fellow 
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clergy and idolized by his parishioners ag: the years of his priestly sojourn 
went on. Although he laid down the burden at the noonday of life he goes 
before the Master with hands filled with the golden grain of good and worthy 
labor which, was patient and constant, together with the dues of Divine Grace 
which have been brought to maturity ripe for the harvest.’ See Obituary by 
Rev, J. M. Hanson, Western World, January 27, 1921. 





Seca S. 


st. Mary’s Chureh, Dreland — 1904-1919 


During the latter part of 1915, and for a while in 1916, Father John 
P. Burkhiser had residence at Mount Ayr with Grand River und Leon as his 
missions. In May, 1916, Father Felix Byrnes and Father Burkhiser conducted 
a mission at the Leon Opera House. 


During the June priests retreat, 1916, Bishop Dowling intormed Father 
J. C. Maher that he was appointing him pastor of Mount Ayr and Leon. In 
August, 1916, the people of Ireland and Leon voted unanimously with Father 
Maher to build a new church in Leon and the priest to reside in Leon. 
Father Maher lived with several families in Ireland until Spring, 1917, when 
he began living in the Marion Woodard residence, the present Rectory, 1003 
North Church Street, Leon, lowa. This Leon property was deeded to St. Bren- 
dan’s Church, Ine., October 2, 1916. The Articles of Incorporation for St. 
Brendan’s Catholic Church, Leon, were filed at the Recorder’s office, Decatur 
County Court House, September 22, 1910. Mass was offered in Saint Mary’s 
Church until about June, 1918. 
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Chapter VI 


SAINT BRENDAN’S CHURCH 


January 2, 1917, the organization meeting was held at St. Brendan’s 
Rectory, Leon, Iowa, It was voted and agreed upon that St. Brendan’s Cor- 
poration should accept the house and property, 100 feet by ‘198 feet, for 
$3,000.00, purchased from Marion Woodard and Jessie, his wife. Also it 
was voted that $2,000.00 or $2,500.00 if necessary be expended to repair the 
dwelling. (Parish Corporation Book) 


Wednesday, March 28, 1917, it was voted and agreed that a church be 
erected on the property located in Leon not to exceed the sum of $15,000.00. 
Bishop Austin Dowling, Pres.; Rev. Flavin, Vice-Pres.; Father J. C. Maher, 
Sec. and Treas.; Dennis Daughton and Edward D., Griffin, Trustees, (Parish 
Corporation Book) 


“Will lay corner stone of new Catholic Church, Wednesday, July 25.” 


“Arrangements have been made by Father J. C. Maher tor the formal 
laying of the corner stone of the new Catholic Church being built in this 
-city on Wednesday afternoon, July 25, at 2:00 o’clock. Bishop Dowling of 
Des Moines will be in charge. The corner stone will be laid with appropriate 
ceremonies. A cordial invitation is-extended to the public to attend the cere- 
monies.’’ Leon Journal, July 19,1917. 


“The corner stone did not arrive from Indiana for the new Catholic 
Church. The ceremonies have been postponed, The stone, however, has been 
shipped.’’ Leon Journal, July 26, 1917. ' 


“The corner stone laid - Ceremonies held July 30, 1917, at the new 
Catholic Church occurred Monday at four. Name of the new church is to be 
St. Brendan’s. [t is to be a fine structure in every way. 


“Rather John Gallagher, Father Charles O’Connor and Father John Fla- 
vin of Des Moines were enroute to Leon in a car to attend the corner stone 
laying but got off the road in some way and were delayed thereby and did 
not get to Leon until after the ceremonies were over. They remained until 
Tuesday evening as guests of Father Maher and then returned to the City. 
Father Maher accompanied them to Des Moines. 


“The corner stone is located at the north west corner of the new 
church building and is fashioned of Bedford stone nicely lettered with the 
name of the new church and year in which the new structure is being built. 
After the laying of the corner stone, work by the masons went forward with 
great speed and the work is now being hurried ag fast as is cousistent with 
first class workmanship, It is expected that the brick work or the new church 
will be completed in a short time. The walls are being constructed of red 
rough surface brick with trimming of Bedford Stone.” Leon Journal, August 
2, bods 


“Purely personal: Mr. and Mrs. Charles Koebel of Creston came Mon- 
day. Mr. Koebel being employed as a brick mason on the new Catholic 
Church.” 


“Gharles Koebel and George Norris, brick masons, who are working: on 
the new Catholic Church, went to their homes at Creston Thursday and. vis- 
ited a few days.” 
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“LL, A. Weldon, who was employed ag a brick mason on the new Catho- 
lie Church, returned to his home at Ottumwa Thursday, work having been 
discontinued on the church for a few days.’ Reporter, August 2, 1917. 


“Purely Personal: Rev. J. C. Maher went to Des Moines Friday to con- 
sult the architects of the new Catholic Church in this city in regard to elec- 
trical work on the building.’ Reporter, September 13, 1917. 


“H. C. McKee, the contractor who is building the new Catholic Church 
in this city, was an over Sunday visitor in Des Moines.’’ Reporter, October 
1d oP OT 


“Treland news item: A large crowd attended services at St. Marvy’s 
Church Sunday morning.” Reporter, November 15, 1917, 


“Rev. J. C. Maher went to Des Moines Monday on a short business 
trip.’”’ Reporter, November 22, 1917. 


“Henry Turpin, who is doing the plastering on the new Catholic Church 
jn this city, went to his home at Davis City Saturday and visited over Sun- 
day.’’ Reporter, November 29, 1917. 


“The Ladies of the Catholic Chureh served lunch at the M. L. Dale sale 
taking in a nice sum of money.’ Morgan news item, Reporter, December 6, 
192% 


“Amer Willis, who is working on the new Catholic Church jin this city, 
went to his home at Cainsville, Mo., Saturday evening and visited over Sun- 
day.”’? Reporter, December 20, 1917. 


“Father J. C. Maher, who conducts services at Mount Avr,.departed for 
that city Saturday evening to hold Sunday services.’’ Reporter, January 3, 
TST. 


“Work upon the new Catholic Church jin the north part of Leon is just 
about completed. The arrival of hardware for the doors is now being awaited 
and when that part of the work is completed the only portion of the work 
left will be the installing of the seating and other furniture. It is expected 
that the pews will be in place and the new church ready for use within a 
very short time. It is certainly a’ handsome modernly arranged building and 
will be neatly and well equipped,’’ Leon Journal, January 10, 1918, page 1. 


“The members of the Corporation — the Most Reverend Bishop Austin 
Dowling, Pres.; Rt. Rev. Msgr. Flavin v. g., Vice-Pres.; Rev. J. C. Maher, 
Pastor; Dennis Daughton and Dennis E, Griffin, Trustees; voted to borrow 
$6,000.00 from the American Trust and Savings Bank, Des Moines, Iowa, at 
6% to complete and furnish the new church.’’ Corp. Book, March 4, 1918. 


“In accordance with Article IX of the articles of incorporation and 
By-Law IV of the by-laws of St. Brendan’s Church, Leon, Iowa, I as Bishop 
of Des Moines, approve and authorize the resolution passed at the special 
meeting of the corporation held March 4, 1918, at Leon proposing to borrow 
the sum of $6,000.00 from the American. Trust and Savings Bank, Des 
Moines, lowa, on note of corporation at 6% to complete and furnish the new 
St. Brendan's Chureh, Stgened March tf, Austin Dowling, Bishop of Des 
Corporation Book, 


Moines,”’ 
“The marriage of Stephen Barry and Helen Barrett by Father J. C, 

Maher took place in the new St. Brendan’s Church as the first marriage in 

the new church. May 23,1918. James Barry and Grace Barrett, witnesses, 
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“Kay Macy of Leon and Miss Alice Conwell of near Grand River were 
united in marriage at St. Brendan’s Catholic Church in this city, Tuesday 
morning at 7:30 o’clock, The ceremony being performed by Father Maher. 
They were attended by Miss Hazel Mullin and William Barrett. Mr. and Mrs. 
Macy are being showered with the hearty congratulations of their many 
friends.’’ Leon Journal, June 20, 1918. 
to speak, 


To Dedicate on Sunday 
New Catholic Church to be dedicated at that time — Bishop Dowling 


He will preach in morning. Dinner is to be served by the ladies cf the 
Church. 


St. Brendan’s, the handsome new Catholic Church in north leon, is to 
be dedicated next Sunday, June 30th. The dedication ceremonies to begin at 
10:30 that morning. 


Father Maher, the pastor, has completed all arrangements for the dedi- 
cation to which the public is invited. Bishop Dowling will preach in the 
morning. Solemn High Mass will be celebrated by Father John T. Noonan; 
Father Charles O’Connor, deacon; Rev. J. Troy, subdeacon, and Rev. John 
Flavin, master of ceremonies. Dinner is to be served by the ladies of the 
church. In the evening at § o'clock Father John T. Noonan will deliver a 
sermon which is to be followed by the Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Father Maher has been busy for the vast few days getting everything in 
readiness for the dedication ceremonies. He has been ably assisted by the 
people of the church.’”’ Leon Journal, June 27, 1918, page 4. 


Copy of Card Invitation to dedication: 
St. Brendan’s Church 
Leon, lowa 
wil] be dedicated by the 
Right Reverend Austin Dowling 
Bishop of Des Moines 
On Sunday Morning, June thirtieth 
Nineteen hundred and eighteen 
at Ten Thirty 
You are invited to attend 
Rev. James C, Maher 


maint Brendan’s Dedicated June 30, 1918 
New Church Dedicated 


“St. Brendan’s Catholic Church Dedicated Sunday. Bishop Dowling is 
speaker, Large number attended in spite of bad roads resulting from = the 
previous night’s rain, 


“St. Brendan’s, the new Catholic Church recently constructed in north 
Leon, was dedicated last Sunday. A large number being in uitendance in 
spite of the bad roads resulting from heavy rain oof the previous evening, 
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“Bishop Dowling of Des Moines deiivered the principal address of the 
day. He is an eloquent speaker and the large audience csrtainly enjoyed his 
splendid address. Father John T. Noonan delivered the sermon in the evening 
which proved to be another fine address, 


“The dedication ceremonies began at 10:30 Sunday morning. Solemn 
High Mass being celebrated by Father John T. Noonan; Father Charles 
O’Connor and Father John Flavin master of ceremonies; Bishop Dowling 
delivered the sermon at the morning ceremonies. At noon dinner was served 
by the ladies of the church. That evening at 8:00 o’clock Father John T., 
Noonan delivered the second fine sermon of the dedication day. 


“Rather Maher, pastor of St. Brendan’s, is well pleased with the success 
of the dedication. Father Maher and peopie of the church worked hard in 
preparation for the day and they deserve much credit. Among those in 
attendance and assisting with the dedication were Bisbop Dowling; Father 
John T. Noonan; Father John Flavin; Father Charles O’Cennor of Des 
Moines; Father J. F. Costello of Audubon; Father Henry Malone and Wise 
of Creston.’’ Leon Journal, July 4, 1918, Page 1. 
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Father James C. Maher, 
pastor of Leon and Grand 
River, 1916 to April, 1928. 
He was bern at Lixnaw, 
County Kerry, Ireland, on 
March 3, 1887, and studied 
at Carlow, Ireland, and St. 
Francis, Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin. He was ordained a 
priest. in Des Moines July 
3, 1913. After serving as 
assistant three years in Des 
Moines, Red Oak and Coun- 
cil Bluffs, he was pastor of 
Leon until 1928, when he 
was appointed pastor of All 
paints, Des Moines, Iowa, 
Hle wes mude monsignor in 
July, 193.4. 
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as Army Chaplam 


Reverend Father John It. O’Connor 


Father John F. O’Connor, 
pastor of Leon and Grand 
River, July, 1928, to Aug- 
ust, 1937. He was born at 
Kenmare, County’ Kerry, 
Ireland, November 5, 1898. 
He studied at St. Brendan’s 
Seminury, Jxiilarny, and St. 
Peters, Wexford, and _ St. 


— Wwiernan at Nillkenny. He 
» was ordained June 24, 1923, 
‘at Des Moines. After serv- 


ing eas assistant in Des 
Moines for five years he 
Was appointed pastor of 
Leon. and Grand River, 
1928, Woodbine in 1937; 
U, S. Army Chaplain, 1940 
to 19:45, Pastor at Pisgah 


since 1946. 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


A HISTORY 


OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH: 





73 


Father EF. J. Schuman, pas- 
tor of Leon and Greud River, 
September, 19387, to March, 
1944, | 


“father Schuman, age 59, 
of St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
Avoca, Iowa, died Saturday, 
April 30, 1955, following a 
heart attack on Friday. He 
was born in Chicago, Illionis, 
and served in World War I 
before attending college and 
seminary. He was ordained a. 
priest in 1926. He was buried 
in a Chicago cemetery with 
his parents.’’ 
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Father Edward J. Harkin, 
appointed pastor of Leon 
and Grand River by Bishop 
7. T. Bergan, in June, 1947. 
He was born in Des Moines, 
Iowa, May 38, 1912. He at- 
tended a small country 
school, later Visitation in 
Des Moines; Dowling High 
School; St. Ambrose, Davy- 
enport, Iowa; St. Paul Sem- 
inary, St. Paul, Minn., and 
was ordained in Des Moines, 
howae June 11, 19382He 
served as assistant at Visi- 
tation in Tes Moines until 
October,“1942; U. S.iNavy 
Chaplain until June, 1947, 
when he was jappointed 
pastor at Leon, Iowa, 
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Chapter VII 


The Grand River Church 


The first priest to record a visit to Grand River area was undoubtedly 
Father B. P. McMenomy, September 9, 1867, when he baptized Ann Elizabeth 
Conwell, daughter of Stephen Conwell and Jane Morrow, who was born 
June 29, 1867. The sponsors were Ed Conwell and Ann Conwell. See record 
at Georgetown. 


1 Father McMenomy was at Grand River again when, he and Ed Conwell 
made the visit to Maloy (Shay’s Settlement) in September, 1869, in Ring- 
gold County. 


Father Hugh Malone of Georgetowl, August 27, 1870, baptized Pat- 
rick H. O’Grady in the log cabin nortn of Grand River. Ika Conwell and 
Julia Conwell were sponsors. 


Father John S. Baumann of Bauer visited Grand River April 1, 1878. 
He was the last priest to come from Georgetown and Bauer to Grand River. 
This was because of the beginning of St. Malachy’s parish at Creston in 1873, 
by Father Augustine Burns O. S. B., which had an interesting beginning. 


Father Augustine Burns O. 8S. B. 


Father Augustine was born in County Tipperary, Jreland, and was edu- 
cated for the priesthood at Paris, France, and came to the United States in 
1850, being ordained a priest in Pittsburgh, Pa., for service in that diocese. 
In 1866, however, he received permission to enter the Benedictine Monastery 
at St. Vincents Abbey, Latrobe, Westmoreland County, Penna. A year later 
he affiliated himself with the Renedictines at Coliegeville, near St. Cloud, 
Minn., and did missionary work in Benton and Meeker County, Minnesota, 
During these six years he was looking ahead for himself to establish an Irish 
English speaking Benedictine Monastery somewhere in the growing midwest. 
Bishop Hennessy of Dubuque gave him the invitation and suggested the 
newly established town of Creston as the place. Without delay Father Augus- 
tine went to Creston in July, 18738, and purchased the land upon which ta 
build the monastery. 


Soon Father Augustine welcomed Father Placidus McKeever O. S. B. 
from Atchison, Kansas, as his first conipanion. The project, however, suf- 
fered a severe setback while yet in its infancy when on August 11, 1874, 
Father Augustine was suddenly struck down with a stroke while visiting at 
Burlington, Iowa, and died. Ile is buried at’ Calvary Cemetery, Creston, Iowa, 


Father Kugene Phelan O. S. B. of St. Vincents was then sent to Creston 
and became the first and only official prior when Pope Leo XIII, in June, 
1879, raised the pastorate of St. Malachy's to the status of an Independent 
Priory, However, plans did not iuaterialize as hoped and after ao while St. 
Matlachy’s was restored to a pastorate and thus ended the fret project of its 
kind in the United States, See Messenger, October 28, L048. 


rom 1874 to 1883, Father Placidus McKeever 0. SS. B. and Father 
Kugene Phelan O. S. B. of Creston came to the homes of ld ‘Neddie’ Con- 
well or Samuel Wallace to offer the sacrifice of the Mass about onee a 
month. He would arrive by train at Murray on Saturday und one of the men 
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would meet him there and bring him by wagon 12 miles south where the 
next day he would say Mass in the house. People came from as far as Bea- 
consfield, Elliston and Grand River to attend Mass. Afterwards all enjoved a 
home cooked dinner and some remained for a visit until Monday morning 
before returning home. The priest would visit one of the sick or haptize an 
infant while in the neighborhood. All sacraments were administered in the 
house during those days. 


Monday morning early the priest would be taken to Murray by wagon 
for the return trip by train back to Creston. 


At this time Westerville was the ‘“‘Big Town” before Grand River had 
received its impetus to grow because of the railroad. These things took place 
three miles north of Westerville or five niles north of Grand River. The 
Westerville Post Office was estahlished in 1853. 


The Humeston and Shenandoah Railroad, later called the Keokuk and 
Western, came to Grand River from Van Wert about 1881, and made Grand 
River the imporant town. 


Tht Leon Journal in a Grand River news itein has the following rumor: 
“The Catholics talk of building a Church here this fall.’’ See Leon Journal, 
July 20, 1882, Page 3. 


Father Placidus Melkeever O. 8. B. 


Father McKeever O. S. B. was born in Ireland in 18389 and came to 
America as a youth and entered St. Benedicts College, Atchison, Kansas, and 
was ordained a priest August 26, 1869. He served as assiftant and pastor of 
Benedictine parishes at Atchison, Kansas; Creston, Towa; Icffingham, Kan- 
sas; Fanning, White CJoud, Troy, Kansas, and Perrin, Mo. He died of cancer 
September 22, 1896. 


Father Eugene Phelan O. S. B. 


Father Eugene Phelan was born in Dublin, Iretand, July 6, 11840. He 
was ordained a priest April 12, 1867, and died May 6, 1903. The last years 
of his life were spent at St. Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison, Kansas, 


From 1888 to 1885, Father Patrick Feeley of Mount Ayr had charge of 
Jatholics around Grand River. He was followed by Father William M. Wil- 
liams from 1885 to 1886. Father BB. J. Sheridan had charge for three months, 
January to March, 1887. 


In April, 1887, Father T, J. Mullen took residence at Maloy with Grand 
River as one of his missions which was served by later priests of Maloy until 
1915. 

After Father Mullen, then came Father Terence Molloy, 1891 to 1892. 


Next came Father flenry Malone, 1892 to. 1894, who was followed by Father 
James W. Bulger, 1894 to 1896, 


The first Catholic Church building in Grand River was begun during 
{he time of Father Bulger, October St, 1595, when the Catholies purchased 
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one (the larger one) of the old Grand River school rooms built in 1879 and 
moved it east three’ blocks where. it was converted into a frame Church and 
used until 1929. The two lots upon whieh jt stood were deeded to Rt. Rev. 
Henry Cosgrove, Bishop of Davenport, by Patrick and Sarah Griffin, April 
‘£8, 1896, for the’ sumof one dollar. Volume 101, Page 2314 heen Court - 
House. 


In February, 1896, Father Bulger exchanged parishes with Father John 
A. Cook who had been pastor at Shenandoah. It was Father Cook then who 
dedicated the Catholic Church at Grand River June 14, 1896. 
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St. Mary’s Catholie Church, Grand River, 1896-1929 
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St. Maryv’s, Grand River, Dedicated 


The following is from The Leon Journal, Grand River News Item: 
“After many delays the Catholic Church is completed, The old school house 
has been transformed into a neat chapel. It has been thoroughly overhauled 
outside and in, with a door. Ten feet of the east end is raised about one 
foot around which runs the altar rail. The Altar is a fine piece of work. The 
building was dedicated last Sunday, the services being rendered by Father 
Cook in an impressive manner. Members of the Catholic Church were in 
attendance from far and near. Many were present through niotives of cur- 
iosity and the crowd was the largest ever gathered in this place on such 
an occasion.’ Leon Journal, June 18, 1896. 


After Father J. A. Cook was transferred to St. Mary’s, lowa, he was 
followed by Father Thomas Loftus, 1898-3899) and Father J. J. Condon, 
1899 to 1907. 


Father J. J. Condon 


Father Condon was born at Peterborough, Canada. February 20, 1864, 
He studied at St. Ambrose College, Davenport, and St. Mary’s Seminary, 
s,altimore, Md., being ordained a priest June 14, 1898, by Cardinal Gibbons. 


He was assistant in Des Moines before becoming pastor af Malov, 1899 
to 1908. He was pastor at Churchville, later at Missouri Valley until 1929, 
when his health failed because of rheumatic trouble. He sought relief in 
southern Colorado and became Chaplain at St. Joseph’s Hospitai, Del Norte, 
Colorado, in April, 1929. He died there November 29, 1946, age 82. 


As a young man he had Jearned the carpenter trade, Father Condon, 
during his nearly 50 years as a priest, had been a kindly, sympathetic and 
generous hearted priest, a tireless and courageous servant of the Master. 
Rk. I. P. Messenger, December 6, 1946. 


Father John C. White 


Father White was born in Erie, Penna, August 10, 1855, son of John 
B. White and Bridget Lennan, and came to Des Moines with his parents as 
a child, attending St. Ambrose School in Des Moines where he imbibed the 
principles of religion and the practice of piety. Hle studied at Dubuque, lowa, 
and at the Grand Seminary, Montreal, Canada, being ordained a_priest in 
October, 1881, by Bishop McMullen of Davenport. 


Ilis first charge was Chariton where he spent two years, Later he was 
at Marengo, Williamsburg, Parnell, Dunlap, Woodbine, South Ottumwa, Ma- 
loy and Winterset. j 


“Ile was blessed with a strong constitution, a clever mind and devoted 
both to the cause he served. Ile took a keen interest in those committed to 
his charge, The criminal and daw breaker ho justly rebuked and if they did 
not destst from their evil ways he chastised them with a chastisement that 
they never forgot. Lawless eitizens foared him as much as the good and kind 
citizens admired and praised him .. . . Tle was an authority upon questions 
pertaining to agriculture and dive stoek production.” thle died jn Omaha bDe- 
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cember 5, 1920, and is buried at St. Ambrose cemetery. Des Moines. See 
Western World, December 9, 1920, Page 5. 





, Mather John ©. White 
1907 - 1914 


The next priest to come to Maloy in 1914 and perhaps a few Sundays 
to Grand River was Father Charles S. Waldron, He. dropped dead at St, 
Mary’s Rectory, Des Moines, October 19, 1915, and is buried at St. Ambrose 
Cemetery, age 70. It is said he was an M, PD. and also w convert to the 
Catholic Church. 


Some time before May of 1915, Father John P. Burkhiser took residence 


at Mount Ayr, with Grand River and Leon as his mission until he was trans- 
ferred in (Hob. 


Father J. C. Maher, 1916 to 1928. 
Father John O’Connor, 1928 to 1937, 
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Qt Patrick’s Catholie Chureli, Grand River, lowa 
St. Patrieck’s Catholic Church, Grand River, lowa, was erected in 1929, 
by Father John O’Connor. 


Father KE. J. Schuman, September, 1937, to March, 1947. 


Mather 8, J. Harkin, June, 1947 - 
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Chapter VIIT 
GRAND RIVER FAMILIES 


Conwell Family 


Patrick Conwell of Carrick, Donegal County, Ireland, and Margaret 
Brady had two sons: Stephen, born in 182)8, and Edward, born in. 1830. 
Margaret, the wife of Patrick, died leaving the two young sons. Patrick mar- 
ried Mary McBrariety and from that union four children were born; Jane 
Conwell McLaughlin; Simon Conwell of Seneca, Kansas; George Conwell of 
Grand River who was born July 16, 1848, in Carrick, County Donegal: Ann 


Conwell Smith of Iowa City. 


As time passed, the children, Stephen and Edward, being the first, came 
to America. Later, after the death of Mary McBrariety, Patrick Conwell also 
came to live in Decatur County, north of Grand River. Ilowever, Patriek 
Conwell, the former Post Master of Carrick, Ireland, soon died, in December, 
1870, age 75, of paralysis, only a few months after coming to America and 
was buried in St. Ambrose Cemetery, Des Moines, with his son, Stephen, who 


had died September 20, 1867. 


Stephen Conwell 


Stphen Conwell, born in Ireland in 1828, bought land jointly with his 
brother, Edward in Richland Township from the United States Government, 
June 10, 1854. They lived on their land and harvested a crop during the 
summer of 1855. Stephen and Edward were both “Irish Peddlers.’’ While on 
a trip during the summer of 1864, through Mondamin, Iowa, in Harrison 
County, Stephen met a Mr. Morrow whose home was @ stage coach stop on 
the way to Sioux City. On April 10, 1866, Stephen married Jane Morrow, the 
inn keeper’s daughter. A year later Ann f[lizabeth (Mrs. Williamn Kelly) 
was born in Decatur County, lowa, June 29, 1867. Her baptismal record is 
at Georgetown. Three months afterward Stephen took sick and died very 
suddenly in Decatur County and was buried in Des Moines at St. Ambrose 
Cemetery. His daughter, Ann Elizabeth Conwell, married William Kelly of 
Mondamin. One of their children is Mrs. EF. HW. (Vivian) Logan of Mondamin, 


Towa, 





Wdward Conwell Mrs. Julia Conwell 
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‘Edward Conwell 


Edward Conwell, born December 28, 1830, Carrick, County Donegal, 
Ireland, bought land in Decatur County, June 10, 1854, and harvested a crop 
of 50 bushels of corn from ten acres of improved land the summer of 1855. 
See Iowa Census 1856, Vol. 42, Page 98. 


His marriage record is as follows in his Bible possessed by Mrs, J. J. 
McGreevy of Grand River: 


“Mr. Edward Conwell and Miss Julia Daughton were united by me in 
Holy Matrimony at the Woodland Church the 19th day of January in the 
year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and seventy, in the presence 
of George Conwell and Mary Dillon. B. A. Cannon R. C., Priest.’’ 


Edward Conwell died March 18, 1915. Julia died January 27, 1923. Both 
are buried at Maloy Catholic Cemetery. 


Children: All were born north of Grand River. 


1. Stephen, born April 11, 1871, died October 25, 1931, married in 
Utah. Two children, Donna and Edward. 


2. James Maurice, born August 21, 1872, living in California. 


3. Margaret E., born January 14, 1874, married John Treanor, died 
at Creston in 1952. She was baptized by Father Placidus O. S. B. and is the 
first Grand River baptism in Creston register. 


4. Julia Ann, born April 15, 1875, married James J. McGreevy April 
10, 1899. He was born in County Down, Ireland, April 15, 1874, of John 
McGreevy and Mary Kinley. They are living north of Grand River and have 


, 


two daughters, Marie in California, and Monica in Indiana. 


5. Simon W., born October 16, 1876, died in California in December, 
1955, 


6. Edward P., born March 27, 1878, married Calista Shay of Maloy, 
have children; living at Red Lodge, Montana. 


lend 


7. Catherine, born April 10, 1881, died in California in 1948, married 
John Ward, survived by four children. 


ss (seorve L., bern in 1883, died in 1885. 


9, Luke, born April 19, 1885, married Alma Barrett. He has three 
children: KEvelyn Mahrenholz, Robert, Nellie. 


Lee Rronk 1). porn January 11, 1887, married Theresa Lyons, They 
had four children: Catherine, Julia, Teresa and Anna, 


11. Twins, died in infancy. 


Edward Conwell, one of many Irish Peddlers during the 1850’s and 
1860’s took trips walking through Kentucky and Tennessee with a. pack 
mule carrying linen, woolen and lace material or other things that were 
needed by people who lived in far away places. 


He made several trips through southern Towa west from Keckuk hbetore 
he was married. That is how he met Julia Daughton of Ireland in Woodland 
Township. The peddler was generally welcomed, at the log cobin of his cuesto- 
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mer. He knew most of the Irish from southern Iowa to Tennessee and even 
up into Ohio and Indiana. 


One of his common expressions was: “‘In troth never buy, til ya hev the 
mooney. If ya hev the mooney then buy and in troth it’s a good deal.” 


Edward, or Neddie as he was known, was County Commissioner or 
member of board of supervisors of Decatur County, January, 1880-1883. 


George Conwell 


He was born in County Donegal, Ireland, July 16, 1848, of. Patrick 
Conwell and Mary McBrariety. He was a half brother to Stephen and Edward 
and came to America before October 5, 1869, and married Mary Moran, born 
at Muscatine, Iowa, October 25, 1861, married at Creston, Iowa, January 27, 
1878. Both are buried at Afton. They lived their married life north of Grand 
River. He died in 1931, she died in 1923. 


Children: 


1. Patrick, born November 16, 1878, married Martha Edwards. They 
had six children. | 


2. Jenny, Jane H., born September 23, 1880, married Stephen B. 
O’Grady. Both buried in O’Gradyv Cemetery. They had three children: Marv 
Margaret, Eugene and Donald. 


>. Thomas, born in 1882, died in- 1857. 
4, Mary Ann, born July 23, 18838, living at Osceola. 


5. Agnes, born June 28,-1887 


, married A. C. Teatsworth of Lenox. They 
have three children. 


6. Alice, born March 2, 1896, married Albert Fay Macy. They have two 
sons at Osceola. 


John Macuire 


Among the first Catholic families of Decatur County must pe named 
the John Maguire fam‘ly who came to Richiand Township in 1855. See Iowa 
Census 1856, Vol. 42. 


Edward McMoingle, also an early settler who died in the early 1860's, 
was related to the Maguire family. This tamily moved west to Utah about 
1872-1875. A letter from a grandson is quoted: 
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Salt Lake City 
September 14, 1955 
“Rev. E. J. Harkin 
St. Brendan’s Church 
‘Leon, Iowa 


Dear Father Harkin: 


In answer to your letter of September 8th, I will say that 
my father was Don Maguire. Tle was born in 1852, in. Vermont, 
the only one of his family that was not born in Ireland. He moved 
from Grand River with his family to Ogden, Utah. He had four 
brothers, Michael, John, Charles and Daniel, and a sister, Bridget. 
His father’s name was John. He attended old Santa Barbara Mis- 
sion school (I mean Dad). 


He wrote a book of poems and I have misplaced my copy. 


He visited Ireland after he had made a small stake. He was 
struck down by a Ford in front of the Catholic Church January §&, 
1933, in his 81st year. He was a grand character — May God rest 
his soul. 


I hope this information will be of some assistance to you. 
With all good wishes for you jin your work. I know Dad would 
enjoy reading it. 

Sincerely yours, 


Charles A. Maguire 
1860 South 16th E. St. 
Salt Lake City, Utah.” 


Patrick O’Grady 


Patrick O’Grady, born in Ire- 
land, February 14, 1820, died at 
Grand River February 24, 1899, is 
buried in O’Grady Cemetery. He 
married Margaret McNamara, born 
inCounty Clare, Ireland, in 1834, 
died August 15, 1895. They lived 
in Chicago where several older 
children were born. He was a po- 
liceman there and it is related, 
that while making an arrest, a 
man bit off one of Mr. O’Gradv’s 
fingers. He had a brother, Edward, 
Who married a sister of Margaret 
who remained in Chicago. Another 
brother was Michael, who married 
Catherine Grogan of Woodland 
| ‘Township. 






a | 3 2 -atrick O’Grady bought land 
Patrick O’Grad oie SS 

‘i y in Section 17, Richland Township, 

Decatur County, from Catherine Cassidy, February 8, 1860, and came to 


Decatur County about 1869. 
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Children: 


1. John, born in 1857, and went to Montana and was accidently 
killed at Anaconda by a dynamite explosion July 20, 1896, a few days after 
O’Grady Cemetery was established. 


2. Michael, born in Jllinois December 25, 1858, died August 3, 1912. 
Buried in O’Grady Cemetery. 


3. Edward, born in Illinois in 1862, married Celena La Porte, who died 
in 1911, leaving three children: Mary, Joseph and Edward. He later married 
Catherine Lyons, the mother of Teresa Conwell. Edward died December 31, 
Pes. 


4. William, born in Illinois in 1867, died May 15, 1950, 


5, Patrick Henry, born in Decatur County in 1870, never married, died 
jn 1950, buried at O’Grady Cemetery. 


6. Mary Ann, born in Decatur County in 1875, married Harry Gilreath. 
She passed away September 20, 1931. Harold Gilreath, a son, is only child 
residing in Decatur County. 


7. Stephen B., born in Decatur County in 1876, married Jenny E. Con- 
well, died October 2, 1950. Both are buried in O’Grady Cemetery. Children: 
Mary Margaret, Hugene and Donald. 


Treanor Families 


James Treanor, Senior, was born in parish of Carlingford, County Louth, 
jreland, in 1788, died May 3, 1872, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland 
Township, married Bridget Anne Killan, born in 1788, in Ireland, died five 
miles south of Grand River, July 12, 1866, ‘buried in Catholic Cemetery, 
Woodland Township. They came to Decatur County, Iowa, in. March, 1866. 


Their children were: [Tlugh, of Canada; James, Jr., of Decatur County; 
Anne Kearney, of Canada; Mary Cannon, of Canada; Bridget Dornelly, of 
Keokuk, Iowa. 


James Treanor, Junior 


James Treanor was born August 7, 1834, County Louth, Ireland, died in 
1906, buried in Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township. He came to the 
United States in 1852 with his parents and settled in Belmont County, Ohio, 
where he worked as a bookkeeper. He married Elizabeth Jane Holland, born 
March 8, 1837, died August 12, 1884, and is buried in Cathclic Cemetery, 
Woodland Township. 


James Treanor, Jr., worked for the Burlington, Railroad, and because 
of this shortly after he came to Decatur County in 1866, the Burlington 
Railroad wrote and asked him to move to near Ottumwa to be in charge of 
the west section, which he did. 


Later he and his family moved to Osceola and here his father, James, 
Senior, died May 3, 1872. “The body of a Mr. Treanor passed through town 
last Saturday for enternment in the Catholic Cemetery in the southeastern 
part of the county.’”? Leon Journa), May 9, 1872. 


The Towa Census of 1885 says they were living in Grand River Town- 
ship, Section 28. 
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Children: 


1. Hugh Burt, born in 1857 in Ohio, died May 28, 1933, buried in 
Catholic Cemetery, Woodland Township, married Mary Grogan. They had four 
daughters. 


2. James W., born in 1857, died in 1907, buried Calvary Cemetery, 
Creston. Married Agnes Murphy. They had two children. She died. He then 
married Mary Boyd. 


3. Simon P., born in 1860 in Ohio, died in 1941, buried in Calvary 
Cemetery, Creston. Married Margaret Murphy. They had five children. 


4. Mary Jane, born in 1862, living in Missouri and married Burrell 
Stephens. They have two sons. 


5. Jobn Francis, born in 1863, died in 1958, married Elizabeth Quinn. 
She died May 2/1, 1938. He married Margaret Conwell. All are buried at Cal- 
vary Cemetery, Creston. 


6. Louisa Ann, born in 1865 in Ohio, married George Van Sweringen. 
She died in 1955. Both are buried in Calvary Cemetery, Cresicn. One daugh- 
ter, Florence. ' 


lord 


i. Bridget, born in 1867, died as an infant. 


8. Mathew, born in 1869, died as an infant. 


John Hagerty 


John Hagerty, born in Ireland in 18234, married Ann Gallagher, born in 
Ireland in 1844. Bought land in Decatur County, Richland Township, Section 
4, in 1864. 


Their family consisted of Annie, born in Illinois in 1867; Michael, born 
in Decatur County in 1869; John, born in Decatur County in 1872; Mary 
Ellen, born in Decatur County in 1874; Charles, born in Decatur County in 
1876; Simon, born in Decatur County in 1879; Margaret and Nora, born: in 
Ringgold County, 1881, Their baptismal records are at Creston, 


This family moved to Alliance, Nebraska, about 13890. 


Fredrick W. Backus 
Fredrick Backus, his wife, Susanna, and five children were living in 
Richland Township, north of Grand River, in 1887. 


Fredrick was born in Germany in 1841. Susanna was born in Illinois 
in Loos: 


Peter P., born in Decatur County in 1875; Fredrick, born in Decatur 
County in 1877; Mary A., born in Decatar County in 1879; Joseph WK., born 
in Decatur County in 1882; Tlenry Hd., born in Decatur County in 1886. 


Willian (Bill) Dunn 


It is reported that they cameo from Missouri and gettled near THopeville. 
Some of their children wore Homer, Kate, Mary and several othors, Aftor 
the death of Mr, Dunn, the mother and children moved to Omaha, Nebraska 


ho 


4e a 






gisviad vane eer boib 
are bHS evil boil yon ot 


Heri hoiwi sits bre immoweilh th oni * 
if 


ATED djadusit har 


-fAD 98 


AS30Trtsa 7 


aiid aie HA 


4 wey 


ee a 
SRTOod 


pitt Chevy 


TMi eee nT 


beitem 
j 


ev) .Yretsina) 


» neh 
SPT Et 
y 
) 
y7 
(1 


a 


ii 


4 2G 


heib , 


CTH TI 


LURE nie ty along Bes oO he 
lige yore elt pein ry Ries La 
-' “not 










ii TOZT ai mod (eA ees a arnt - 

) mi boirud ets soe cat ab Both ade is ahs 
S90aTOTL tet i 

B boil THAT i mrod Jogbirgd +t 

ep borh UFZ rat wtod wehtikt 2 seb 


“i gied .vinensei odol 
ir! jd aivetl .PP4AE ni basieti 
HOYT stk. dP 


131th) Li le atl itt 


rf Wiaevoth oi acto (ae lla 
{j Od ihePi (ir “al “4 
rf 41 “invoU hleseni 


1431 yf 4 wilt 


ST ee ? Gitia 

: rth ” 
: : : fy thitors 

; { i 
; 

: ; 

» 
i} v it (, 
4 ry peyet it 

- 1 i if 
berr oa) ifiesr? 


; PERI ily eti ihlayeahy Tie 





A HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 89 


Thomas Curran 


It is told that the Curran family was related to the Dunn family. They 
moved to Omaha, Nebraska, with their children. Baptismal records are at 
Maloy. 


Thomas Kelly 
Living west of Grand River in 1895 was the Kelly family. Thomas was 
born in Ireland in 1847, Mary was born in Ohio in 1857. 


Children: John, born in Decatur County in 1883; Mary, born in Ring- 
gold County in 1888; Charles, born in Ringgold County in 1891; Patrick, 
born in Ringgold County in 1892; Florence, born in Ringgold County in 1895. 


Michael O’Grady 








Michael O’Grady was born in 
\Treland in 183i7, died in October, 
‘1918, buried at Afton. Married 
Catherine Grogan in June, 1880, 
-of Woodland Township. They had 
\)six children in Ringgold County. 


Children: 


1. William E., born June 24, 
1881, married Bertha Garland, 
They had five children who re- 
side in Mitchell, South Dakota, 





Be a Stes an E 
Michael O’Grady and Catlierine ee eecee | AB. Lass, 
: <<: near Leon, married Susie Taggart 
Grogan O’Grady and had six children. He died in 
December, 1950, and was buried 
at Sturgis, South Dakota. 


3. James P. born in 1885, married Jessie Taylor, died in September, 
1923, leaving one son, Raymond Ju. 


4. Margaret E., born in 1887, married Bert Walters, live near Ellston. 
They have two children: Francis and Sister Joseph Mary of the Sisters of 
Humility of Ottumwa, Iowa. 


.5. Edward Samuel, died as an infant. 


6. Robert M., born October 23, 1892, near Ellston, married Lucie Ball. 
Five children. Lucie died September 9, 1955, at Hllston. 
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James P. Daughton 





James P, Daughton Mis. James P. Daughton 

James Daughton, born in Ireland in 1850, died in 1988, marricd Hannah 
Griffin, born in New Jersey in 1850, died in 1938. Lived in Woodland Town- 
ship, moved to near-Grand River about 1578. Both are buried in Catholic 
Cemetery, Woodland Township. 


Children: William; Amy Buell; James P.: Margaret Tapscott; Walter; 
Emmett; Frederick; Ralph; Leo. 


Patrick MeGraw 


Patrick McGraw and wife, Johanna, both born in County Clare, Ireland, 
came to the United States before 1855 and worked on the railroad in Penn- 
sylvania until 1865, when he moved to Sangamon County, !llinois, where he 
-farmed until he moved to Ringgold County, lowa, north of Beaconsfield. 
Both are buried at Afton. He died February 25, 1888, age 80 years. She died 
September 17, 1901, age 82 years. 


Children: John; Michael; Patrick; Bridget, wha became Sister Mary 
Amelia, Sisters of Charity of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; James; Thomas; 
Martin. é 
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The Patmek Ward Family 





Mrs. (Mary Askrin) Patrick Ward 


The Ward 


Patrick Ward, born in Killy- 
begs in County Donegal, Ireland, 
in 1843, married Mary Askrin, 
born in 1846. Moved to Ring- 
gold County near Peaconsfield 
trom Belvidere, Illinois. about 
1884, Mary died in 1906. Both 
are buried at Maloy. 


Childrei:.- Daniel; Patrick; 
Mary; fHannah: Catherine; 
John; Anna; Joseph; Edward; 
Charles. Anna married Edward 
Dennis Griffin of Leon. Cather- 
ine married Patrick Carr. The 
grandchildren of Anna Griffin 
are Edward J. Griffin and 
James W. Griffin and the La- 
Follette children: Edward L., 
Richard: Joyce; Joseph; and 
C-ene C. 





amily 


Carr, Joseph, John, Ann Griffin, Charles 


Patrick 
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Michael MeG “aw 


Michael McGraw, born in Ireland in 18538, married Jane Grogan at 
Chariton, Iowa, by Father Sheridan, February 23, 1887. Children: Edwin; 
Jessie; Clifford; Nellie. 


Thomas Moran 


Thomas Moran and wife, Anna, were both born in County Kerry, Ire- 
jJand. They lived at Muscatine, Iowa, between 1857 and 1869. They moved to 
Ringgold County about 1884. He died August 12. 1887, age 65. She died Feb- 
ruary 4, 1902, age 74. Both are buried at Afton. Children: John; Mary 
married George Conwell; Dennis; Anna; Jerry. 


James Cashen 


James Cashen, born in 1852, married Sarah Frances Poisett, They came 
from Avon, Illinois, to Maloy, Iowa, on March 1, 1890, to Qseeola, Towa. in 
1904, and later moved to near Grand River, west of Beaconsfield, Towa. 
Children: Frederick Leo; James A.; Mary J.; Louis E. 


William M. Cronin 


William Cronin was born near [Towa City in 1867, married Catherine 
Reilly, born in 1870, near lowa City. Moved to Kellerton in 19138. Children: 
Arthur William; Genevieve Agnes; Clarence; William; Ralph; Naomi; Paul. 
William died in 1951. Mrs. Cronin resides at Kellerton, Lowa. 


James Connelly 


« 


James Connelly, born in Ireland in April, 1848, married Anna Mce- 
Carthy, born in County Waterford-Lismore jn 1855. They lived in Des Moines 
until 1896 when they moved to Elliston in Ringgold County. Both are buried 
at Afton, 


Children: James; John: Mary; William and Martin. Mary married John 
Bresnahan and are the parents of Reverend William Bresnahan O. S. B. Con- 
ception Abbey. Mary made her First Holy Communion at St. Mary’s Church, 
Grand River, in 1900. William Connelly of Afton, the father of Reverend 
Paul Connelly, made his First Holy Communion also at the old St. Mary’s 
Church, Grand River, in 1900. The pastor at that time was Father J. J. Con- 
don of Maloy. 
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Cousins 


Fathers Harkin, Connelly, Bresnahan and their Parents, sune pr, 1950, 
at Afton after the first Mass of Rev. Pau! Connelly. 


James MeGraw 


James McGraw, son of Patrick and Johanna (Genan) McGraw, was 
born in Ireland in 1854. He came with his parents when a small boy to this 
country, settling in Pittsburgh, Pa., for a short tinie. Later the family mi- 
grated west and settled on a farm near Beaconsfield in Ringgold Ccunty, 
lowa. 


September 10, 1889, he was married to Mattie Grogan before the Rev- 
erend Father T. J. Mullen. They became the parents of three children:. Marie 
(Mrs. L. HK. O’Hair), Osceola; Raymond, of Grand River, and Gladys (Mrs. 
Dennis Grogan) ,now deceased. 


Mr. McGraw died June 16, 19'28, and is buried in the Catholic Cemetery, 
Woodland Township. He, has four granddaughters: Kathleen Burchett, Rama- 
dean Shields, Marilyn and Frances MeGraw. 
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Chapter LX 


CORYDON, WAYNE COUNTY, IOWA 


Charles Sweeney of Maxwell, Iowa, January 25, 1953, sent me a letter 
through Doctor W. C. Scholty, Vet., telling of some of the Catholic families 
near Corydon. Charles came to Wayne County in November, 1876, with his 
mother and two sisters, by train to Harvard, a country cross road south of 
Corydon, It was the first time a train stopped at Harvard. 


His father and brother drove through from Des Moines County in a 
wagon and four horses. It took them a week to make the trip from Burling- 
ton. The weather was bad and there were no bridges over rivers in many 
places. 


As time passed there were some ten Catholic families who settled 
around south of Corydon such as the Sweeney family, the Henry Scholty fam- 
ily, John and James Fennell, the Enrighis, the Browns, the Murphys, the 
Boyles, the MeCanns and others. 


The priest, Father O’Brien at first, was located at Moulton, Iowa, He 
came once a month to one of the Catholic homes to offer Mass. After Father 
O’Brien came Father King and Father Daily who came from Centerville. An- 
other priest was Father Loftus. They seemed to come to the Sweeney home 
more often. The priest would come Saturday night and stay until Monday as 
there was no train on Sunday. 


‘People would come from a long way in wagons even as far as Lewis- 
burg, three miles east of the Decatur County line on Highway 2. They came 
fasting and many times there would be as many as forty people for my 
mother to get dinner for.” 


A church was built in Corydon about 1882, however, it was really never 
finished. A non-Catholic man by the name of J. A. Harper donated to Bishop 
John McMullen of Davenport a lot in the northeast corner of town on which 
to build a church. After it was put up a wind storm did it serious damage. It 
set several years unused and the lot was sold back to Mr, J. A. Harper. 


Many of the young people moved away from Wayne County after mar- 
riage and the Catholic population never grew. 


Doctor William C. Scholty,; son of Henry B. Scholty and Bessie BE. 
Sweeney, was born July 30, 1880, in Wayne County. 
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Towa State College Football Team — 1898 


Doctor Will was graduated from [owa State College as a Veterinarian 
in 1902 and resides at Leon, a member of St. Brendan’s parish. He was a 
member of the 1898 football team of Towa State College, .\mes, Iowa, as 
shown, back row, left, the first one. 
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Interior of Saint Mary’s Church, Andover, Missouri, built 1872-1878. 


Picture was taken in 1912 a few days after being redecorated by Fathers and 
Brothers of Conception Abbey. 





I wish to thank all who aided in the work of this publication, espec- 


ially the families, the priests and persons who contributed records and infor- 
mation, the Department of History of the State of Iowa, the printers at The 
Leon Journal-Reporter, Don Hixon Photo-Hngraver, and Mrs, Wenneth Mbner, 
who typed the final manuscript. 
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Stacyville in Mcnroe ‘County, 
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Wallace, John, 25, 45 ETrors: = 
Wallace, Samuel, 26, 44. . Should read as follows: 
Walsh, Larry, 41 ~ Page 5, line 6: However, there 
Ward, Family, 91 are at present... °.\. 
Westerville, 77 Page 31, line 2:1: Pickaway Coun- 
White, Rev. J. C., 55, 79, 80 Agra aire tee 
Wieland, Rev. S. F., 52 Page 40, lines 7 and 36: Borro- 
Williams, Rev. William M., meo . . 
5 he, me Page 46, line 28: Ceremonies. . 
Page ‘51, line 25: at the Country 
Young, Ann Elizabeth, 53 SEO he 
Page 69, line 9: Bishop Dowling 
to speak. 


* Page 87, line 43: interment ,.. 
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Addition to Page 46, from the 
“Daily State Register 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Sunday, October 19, 1862 


Page 3. 
The following correspondence is sufficiently explicit without any explan- 
atory introduction: 


October 18, 1862 
Rey. T. J. Clifford 


Des Moines, Iowa. 


Rev. and Dear Sir — The Catholic population of this city, uot knowing how 
to manifest their appreciation and gratitude to you for your meritorious and 
arduous spiritual labors, other than by unanimously and spontaneously pre- 
senting you with a little donation through us, as being the ouly token of 
their kind regard they can exhibit. Therefore we present you with the sum of 
$1160.00 intended by them for the purchase of a library, or helping to do so, 
or to be appropriated to what you see must necessary for your use. Hoping 
you will accept of our little token of gratitude for your spiritual and labor- 
ious officiation amongst us; and also hoping that God may bless you spirit- 
ually and temporally, and us also, 


We remain very respectfully yours, 
John McNamara 
Francis Meehen 
John Merien 
SEY OOo ret kh aR ek pes ihe eee 


Following this letter of testimony of the priestly character of Father 
Clifford, gentleman and scholar, there is also printed in this same edition of 
October 19, 1862, his letter of acceptance and expression of gratitude to the 
Catholic people of the city of Des Moines for their favors and generosity pre- 
senting him with the handsome gift of $160.00 upon his leaving the city of 
Des Moines, Ile also writes in this lengthy letter of thoir kindness and 
worthiness and thanks them for presents amounting to $3827.00 which they 
had previously given to him several months before. 
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Addition to Pass 86: 

Quoted here is a poem, ‘On Grand iver Long Ago,” written by Dorn 
Maguire, a brother-in-law of Edward McMoingle, who was mortally wounded 
in the early 1860’s north of Grand River by a belligerent quarrelsome man 
who was possessed by madness because some cows they were driving by 


strayed onto his land: 


“Through long fields of wavy corn, 
Carlton ploughed from early morn; 


And often up the long lane, 
His son, Sam, rode through wind and rain. 


There, to the south-east just one mile, 
Dwelt a scoundrel fierce and vile. 


His name was Rude, grown old and gray, 
Who plotted murder all the day, 
On Grand River, long ago. 


One frosty, dull November morn 
As that day’s sun was being born, 


A shot rang out along the air 
The cry of murder issued there. 


And along the earth, in frost and gray, 
My sister’s husband murdered lay, 


While outward ran the warm life tide 
From buckshot wounds in his left side, 
On Grand River, long ago. 


oy 


he days passed on: the murderer found, 
With heavy cords his hands were bound. 


And while the midnight hours went past 
“To death the culprit hurried fast. 


Within a deep -wood’s lonely gloom, 
A fire blazed, and to his doom 


The nan? wag sent, Three musket palls 
cul short his eves ov pilying calls 
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